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The ninety-first meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be 
held at the 

FIRESIDE INN 
9101 Waukegan Road 
Morton Grove, Illinois 

Sunday, January 16, 1977 


First of all, we want to wish all of our members, their families and friends, a very 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Next, we want to remind our members that the regular January meeting will be replaced 
by our Annual Installation and Awards Dinner that will take place at the Fireside Inn, 
Sunday, January 16, 1977, at 6:00 p.m. If you haven't made your reservation, please 
call Peggy Goldsmith at 673-8514 and make your arrangements. Remember, this is 
THE INSI social event of the year. If possible, every member should attend. SUPPORT 
YOUR ORGANIZATION! 


RECAP OF DECEMBER MEETING : After calling the meeting to order. President Koppel 
introduced and welcomed the guests. This was followed by the Treasurer's report from 
Bob Leonard. He then announced that Harry Flower was in the hospital recovering from 
surgery. Peggy Goldsmith reminded the membership of the INSI Annual Dinner that will be 
held ori January 16. She then announced that she will have a meeting at her home to 
discuss the AINA-1 NSI Coin Convention that will take place this fall. More workers are 
needed. Please attend if you will help with this important club event. Saul Needleman 
then made a presentation to David Schecter bn behalf of the Morton Grove Coin Club. The 
exhibits were next, followed by a recess during which all present enjoyed the refresh¬ 
ments. It was a real Hanukka Party; we want to thank all the people who brought the 
candy, cookies, cakes, etc., that made this possible. After the party, a slide presenta¬ 
tion, "Symbols on Coins" was projected by Saul Needleman. We thank Mr. Ray Nolan of INS 
of Cleveland for sending these to us. The door prizes were won by the following lucky 
people - Hugh Pearl, Aaron Kaplan, Julius Rottman, Dr. Morris Goldberg and Robert Schwartz. 


EXHIBITS: The first exhibitor was Ben Odesser who displayed two INS of Brooklyn club 
medals. These beautiful silver medals were designed by Nathan Sobel of New York - only 
100 of each were struck by The Franklin Mint. David Schecter had a very interesting and 
rare Judaic item. This was an Ethiopian Amulet made from clay. On one side was "Shalom" 
1 1n 0 " a ' 1 ^ e c SCript and the reverse had a "Star of David". Sanford Aronin had an encased 
1976 D U.S. cent that was of Judaic interest. Surrounding the cent was a 35 mm. (1-3/8 
inches) aluminum ring with the obverse inscription: HAPPY CHANUKA TRADITIONAL CHANUKA 

rDmL,r n v«M?u reV r S ? : YESHIVA 0F SPRING VALLY ™ SEY > N - Y - SUPP °RT TORAH & OUR 
GROWING YOUTH. Sandy also had a 3-1/2 by 4" book of matches that was distributed by 

he Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation several years ago. These are now 
collector's items. 
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PRFSIDENT'S MESSAGE: "It has been an honor to be President of your club. The Israel 
Numismatic Society - of Illinois, for the past 2 years. I know of no club that cooperated 
with its president more than this club. Whenever and whatever had to be done those who 
were asked never hesitated and performed to the best of their ability, to which I thank 
one and all. 

I am now happy to welcome Dr. Morris Goldberg as our new President and would like all our 
members to show their support for him and his officers by attending the Installation 
Dinner on January 16, 1977." -Stewart Koppel. 

TH E 1977 AINA TRIP TO ISRAEL : Again, we want to call the attention of our members and 
their families to the 9th Annual Tour to Israel that will take place March 7 to 21, 1977. 

As before, this trip is co-sponsored by Israel Government Coins 
and Medals Corporation and American Israel Numismatic Assoc. 

We cannot over-emphasize the greatness, the meaningfulness, and 
the satisfaction of these tours. They will be remembered for 
the rest of your lives. For first hand information, why not 
speak to a fellow INSI member who has already participated? If 
you are planning an out-of-the-country vacation for 1977, this 
trip to Israel should be your choice. For additional information 
and a brochure, write to ISRAM Travel, 630 Third Avenue, New York, 
N.Y. 10017, phone 212/661-1193, or you may write to American 
Israel Numismatic Association, P.0. Box 499, Fresh Meadows Station, 
Flushing, N.Y. 11365, phone 212/779-6160. 

THE INSI ANNUAL DINNER: For those who might have forgotten, we 
wish to repeat that the INSI Annual Banquet will be held at the 
Fireside Inn on Sunday, January 16, 1977. Costs will be $11.25 
for the beef, and $10.75 for the fish dinner, which includes all 
costs. Please make your check payable to INSI and send or give it to Peggy Goldsmith, 

P.0. Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076, phone 673-8514. 


This 
_ Yearin 
Jerusalem 

AINA Tour 
March 7-21 
1977 



PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER: A delicious dinner at the prestigious Fireside Inn is only part of 
this Annual Event". Of course, there will be socializing with friends and INSI members. 

The principal part will be the Installation of the new 1977 officers under the leadership 
of Dr. Morris Goldberg. And finally, we will have an important guest speaker. Dr. Dan Cole, 
who will speak on "Logistics of An Archaeological Dig". Dr. Cole is Professor of Religion 
at Lake Forest College and is very knowledgeable in archaeology. His program will concern 
a new dig in Israel and will be of great interest to all of us. 


INSI PERSONALS : Although we do not have a complete listing of INSI Birthdays, we do 
wish a very happy day to the following: Nathan Eglit. Dr. Morris Goldberg, Alvin 
Goldsmith, Robert Greenstein, Henry Jaskiewicz, Dr. H. J. Melom, Louis Nagy, Benjamin 
Nortman, Benjamin Odesser, and Donald Oppenheim. 


THE O FFICIAL OPERATION JONATHAN MEDAL : By this time, almost every one has heard about 
and has seen ads for the Official Israel Entebbe State Medal. (See INSI Bulletin, Dec. 
1976.) For the benefit of those who have not seen a photograph of the medal, we are 
reproducing the above illustrations. Officially, this issue will be called "OPERATION 
JONATHAN" State Medal. This medal is very meaningful and historical and will be very 
popular. It is available in three varieties as follows: 

Gold 35 mm. 30 grams $325.00 $350.00 

Silver 59 mm. 115 grams 44.00 49.00 

Bronze 59 mm. 98 grams 7.00 7.50 
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The special prices in the first listing are for AINA members and for subscribers to 
Israel Governments Coins and Medals Corp. Both of these groups have received order 
forms for the lower prices. The higher prices are for all others. All prices include 
shipping and handling charges. The cutoff date for the gold medal is March 1, 1977. 
The Corporation reserves the right to discontinue the sale of the Silver and Bronze 
Medals. The gold edition will be encased in an attractive olive wood box. Orders may 
be sent to Israel Government Coins and Medals Corporation, 641 Lexington, Suite 610, 

New York, N.Y. 10022. 


JONATHAN MEDAL BY JUDAIC HERITAGE : The "Jonathan Medal", the 1976 Annual Award Medal 
of the Judaic Heritage Society (a private organization), has just been issued and is 
currently available. It is dedicated to the memory of Entebbe liberation hero 
Jonathan Netanyahu. This "modern day Maccabee" was the commander of the July 4, 1976 
raid on Entebbe airport who lost his life during the venture. The portrait on the medal 
is based on photographs received from the Netanyahu family. It was designed by 
Oscar Harris and was sculptured by Karen Worth. A photo is not available at this time. 

The medal is 39 mm. in size; 5000 will be struck in silver at $27.00; 400 in gold at 
$600.00 and an unlimited number in bronze at $11.00. To order this medal or for additional 
information, write to The Judaic Heritage Society, 866 United Nations Plaza, New York, 

N.Y. 10017. 


President: 

First Vice President: 
Second Vice President 


Dr. Morris Goldberg 
Mr. Robert Leonard 
Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith 


Treasurer: Sanford Aronin 
Secretary: Mr. Robert Schwartz 
Editor: Mr. Harry Flower 




Judea and The Roman Empire - Julius Caesar 
By Saul B. Needleman 


The appearance of the Romans into Judea was the direct consequence of 
the Roman wars with Pontus and Armenia. The first triumvirate (Caesar, 
Pompey and Crassus) was organized largely to destroy the power of the 
Senate and Republicanism. They began by dividing the Empire into 
provinces which they appropriated between themselves. To Crassus fell 
Syria and Judea. As he marched against the Parthians, Crassus went 
out of his way to enter Jerusalem in order to pillage The Temple's 
treasury. Crassus was slain by the Parthians during the ensuing 
battles. This gave Julius Caesar the opportunity to break with 
Pompey in 49 BCE, reinstituting the civil conflict in Rome between 
the Republicans and the imperatorialists. The Judeans find the time 
propitious to raise an army in a bid for independence. In the frater¬ 
nal struggle between John Hyrcanus II and Aristobulus for control of 
the Judean throne, Pompey backed Hyrcanus while Caesar supported 
Aristobulus. Pompey succeeded in having Aristobulus and Alexander, 
his eldest son, killed. With the death of Pompey in Egypt, Antigonus, 
the second son of Aristobulus, petitioned Caesar for the throne. 

Antipater, father of Herod, arranged to have Caesar confirm Hyrcanus as 
High Priest, ethnarch and governor, but not king. Caesar restored the 
territories lost under Pompey to the Judean throne and regarded the Jews 
throughout the provinces as his allies. The walls of Jerusalem were 
rebuilt and equal citizenship of the Jews of Judea with the Greek popu¬ 
lation was formally decreed. Money for The Temple was provided and the 
Greeks of Asia Minor were forbidden from interfering with the building 
of synagogues and from disturbing the religious practices of the Jews. 

Though he expressed kindness towards the Jews of the Roman Empire, he 
became increasingly alienated from large segments of the Roman people 
and, as dictator, he enhanced the senatorial conspiracy which led to 
his death of 15 March 44. The Jewish community of Rome expressed warm 
devotion to the memory of Caesar at his death and even those of the 
provinces saw him as a benefactor. Jews in The Land, However, saw in 
Caesar only the sponsor of the hated Antipater who abetted the death 
of the Hasmonean dynasty in favor of his own son, Herod I, who even¬ 
tually delivered Judea as a bound captive to Rome. 

Julius Caesar did consolidate Jewish growth in Rome through his lenient 
policies which gave to the Jews the right to autonomous administration 
and judiciary, exemption from compulsory participation in pagan rites 
and uninhibited expression of their religion. 

Note : This is the first of a series dealing with Judea and the emperors 
of Rome which will appear in INSI Briefs during the year. 
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OF ILLINOIS 


P.0. Box 932 
Ravinia Station 
Highland Park, Illinois 
60035 


FEBRUARY, 1977 BULLETIN 

The ninety-second meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the 






CONTINENTAL PLAZA HOTEL 
North Michigan Avenue at Delaware 
during the Second Annual 
CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR 
Third Floor Regent II Room 
Sunday, March 6, 1977 
lliOO A.M. 


This special meeting at the Continental Plaza will replace the regular 
February meeting. Please bear in mind that there will be another INSI meeting 
during March, at the Skokie Library on March 30, 1977. (To repeat, there will 
NOT be a meeting during February, but there will be two meetings during March.) 

SECOND ANNUAL CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL COIN FAIR : 

This event will take place at the Continental Plaza Hotel, North Michigan Ave. 
at Delaware, on March 4,5, & 6, 1977. As last year, Mr. William Pettit is 
chairman. The show will feature an 84-dealer bourse, an auction of world 
material conducted by Jess Peters, Inc., an educational forum to be addressed 
by some of the world's foremost authorities, including Mr. Henry Grunthal, 

Mr. Clyde Hubbard and Mr. Robert Julian, competitive and non-competitive 
exhibits, and meetings of local, national, and international societies. Our 
own INSI will be one of the local group meetings during this 3-day event. If 
anyone wishes to enter an exhibit, either competitive or non-competitive, 
please write or call Chicago International Coin Fair, 31 N. Clark St., Chicago, 
Illinois 60602, telephone 346-3443, for an application. Some of our members 
would like to meet earlier for breakfast at the hotel on Sunday morning; 
every INSI member is welcome to join this group. If you plan to attend this 
breakfast, please call Peggy Goldsmith at 637-8514, so that we can have an idea 
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of the number of people to expect. This is an excellent opportunity for a 
"Day Out". Why not bring your family and friends for a Numismatic Sunday 
at the Continental Plaza. It can be a great day for all! 

RECAP OF JANUARY DINNER MEETING : The 5th Annual Awards and Installation 
Dinner was attended by a good size group of members and guests. It was one of 
the coldest nites of our super-cold weather. The affair was a success - the 
room was fine, the food was excellent, and the program was very interesting 
and was enjoyed by all. At each place setting was a special INSI Numismatic 
souvenir, each with a new Israel 5 Agorot Coin. After a very fine dinner. 
President Stewart Koppel welcomed the guests and turned the meeting over to 
Mr. Aaron Kaplan, who performed the Installation Ceremony. After dismissing 
the old officers, he installed the 1977 slate, Dr. Morris Goldberg, President; 
Mr. Robert Leonard, First Vice President; Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith, Second Vice 
President; Mr. Sanford Aronin, Treasurer, and Mr. Robert Schwartz, Secretary. 
Aaron did a fine job with the ceremony and we thank him. Dr. Saul Needleman 
made 2 presentations. He awarded the Past-presidents Medal to Mr. Koppel 
and then to the great surprise of the recipient, awarded the prestigious INSI 
Medal of Merit to Peggy Goldsmith. (The Medals Committee had voted this 
special award to Peggy for performance far above her regular duties and for 
taking on many extra responsibilities during the last 2 years.) Stewart 
presented Sondra Needleman with special INSI Plaque in appreciation of her 
work in sending out the Bulletin. The door prize was won by lucky Dr. 
Goldberg. The speaker of the evening was Dr. Dan Cole, who is Professor of 
Religion at Lake Forest College. He is very knowledgeable in archaeology and 
gave a most interesting talk on this subject. Last year, he was on a dig for 
six weeks in Askelon on Tel Halif, where he found coins, pottery, artifacts, 
etc. He showed slides to supplement his narration. His program was out¬ 
standing and was enjoyed by all present. We thank Dr. Cole. In appreciation 
he was given an engraved Club Medal. 

CLUB ORDERS FOR ENTEBBE MEDAL : If any member wants to place an order for the 
official IGCMC OPERATION JONATHAN MEDAL through our club, you MUST send your 
payment to Peggy Goldsmith, P.0. Box 427, Skokie, IL 60076, and she must 
receive this by February 26, 1977. The prices are listed in your INSI 
Bulleting of January 1977, page 2. 

PRESIDENT GOLDBERG MAKES APPOINTMENTS : Dr. Goldberg, our new president, has 
made some appointments: Mr. Hugh Pearl and Mr. Sidney Lorber, to be on the 
Board of Directors. Dr. Saul Needleman was appointed special consultant to 
the Board and Mr. Harry Flower will continue with the Bulletin as Editor. 

INSI PERSONALS : Many famous people were born in February; among these were 
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Sholom Aleichem, etc. Among our members 
born this month are Melvin Greenstein, Dr. E. Margoliash, Paul Moss, Hyman 
Siegel, and David Silverman. Best wishes to all of you. 

PROGRAM FOR MARCH 6 MEETING : 

As of this writing, we cannot give you the program for this meeting. Bob 
Leonard is working to get us some famous names to address our group. He 
promises an excellent program. Don't miss it! 

MAJOR PUBLICATION NOW AVAILABLE : The long awaited Jewish Minters and 
Medalists by Daniel M. Friedenberg is finally available. This 9-1/4" x 8", 

131 page striking volume offers a pictorial history of Jewish coiners and 
medalists in the two thousand year period following the destruction of Judea. 
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The first section of the book deals with the 
role of Jewish moneyers, minters, and mintmasters 
in medieval Europe and under the rule of Islam. 

The second part presents Jewish medalists from the 
eighteenth century to the present and includes the 
work of such prominent contemporary sculptors as 
Chaim Gross, Jaques Lipschitz and Leonard Baskin. 

A special section is devoted to the production of 
medalists in the State of Israel. Accompanying 
the text are the high quality illustrations, many 
of them reproduced here for the first time. 

Most of us know of the author, Daniel Friedenberg, 
who is Curator of Coins and Medals at the Jewish 
Museum of New York City. He is also author of 
Great Jewish Portraits in Metal and Jewish Medals 
from the Renaissance to the Fall of Napoleon (1503- 
1815). The new book is avai lable from The Jewish 

Publication Society, 1528 Walnut Street, Phila¬ 
delphia, Pennsylvania 19102. 


FORMER CHICAGOAN ISSUES NEW NUMISMATIC PUBLICATION : Some of us know Joseph 
Kotler who lived in Glencoe, IL. He was an active token collector and was a 
member of the Chicago Coin Club. Some years ago, Joe took a trip to Israel 
and fell in love with the country. He learned Hebrew, changed his name to 
Yosef Sa'ar and finally settled in Eilat. Last year he married an Israeli girl, 
and recently their new daughter, Efrat, was born. We want to congratulate the 
parents. Also, we want to wish them many years of good luck in their new home. 

Joe Kotler has had about 20 years experience in numismatics; he is especially 
interested in tokens. Recently, he has decided to edit and publish a new 
numismatic magazine. We have just received the Preview issue, NUMISMATICS IN 
ISRAEL . With this publication, the collector will be able to keep posted on all 
aspects of Israeli coins, medals, tokens, paper money, and scrip. It will be 
issued monthly and overseas airmail subscription rate is $10.00/year. A free 
sample copy is available by writing to the Publisher and Editor, Yosef Sa'ar, 

Ta Doar 533, 88 100 Eilat, Israel. We wish him the best of luck in this new 
venture. (Note: About six years ago, when Joe visited the U.S., he came to 
one of our meetings. He spoke at our INSI meeting on 10/28/70, that was held 
at the Bernard Horwich Jewish Community Center.) 


INSI Board of Directors for 1977 

Dr. Morris Goldberg President 
Mr. Robert Leonard 
Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith 
Mr. Sandy Aronin 
Mr. Robert Schwartz 
Mr. Sidney Lorber 
Mr. Hugh Pearl 
Dr. Saul B. Needleman 
Mr. Harry Flower 


First Vice President 

Second Vice President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Board Member 

INSI Bulletin Editor 









INSI BRIEFS 


20th ANNIVERSARY OF MEDAL OF ISRAEL 
NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ISRAEL 
By Harry Flower 



The formation of new Israel Coin Clubs in the United States and in other 
countries has been on the increase in recent years. Some of these clubs have 
issued medals or tokens to commemorate an anniversary or a special event. The 
collecting of "Israel Coin Club Medals and Tokens" is now a popular branch of 
Judaic Numismatics. 

The first Israel Coin Club was THE ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY of Israel that 
was organized in 1945. In 1965, this group issued the first Israel Coin Club 
Medal to commemorate their 20th anniversary. 

This attractive medal was designed by Arie Kindler and Alisa Samir-Klimowsky 
and was struck by S. Kretschmer and Sons, Jerusalem. There were 300 struck 
in copper (24.5 grams, 35mm) and only 12 specimens in silver (27.45 grams, 

35 mm). Both types have plain edges, except that the silver medals are hall¬ 
marked on the edge. 

In the center of the obverse, in large numerals "1945" and just below "1965"; 
also in two lines, the corresponding dates in Hebrew. Curved below around the 
bottom half of the medal, "THE ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY"; this same legend 
curved above in Hebrew. 

The reverse of the medal is divided into two equal semicircles by a horizontal 
line. The top half, which has a glossy finish, features the emblem of the 
Israel Numismatic Society, a reduced reproduction of a Bar-Kokhba bronze coin 
showing a palm tree and the Hebrew word for Jerusalem. On the lower frosted 
section, there are two lines of writing; in English "20 YEARS" and the same 
just above in Hebrew. 

The above copper medal is considered to be very scarce. It is very desirable 
for the general Judaic collector and is a "must" for the collector of Israel 
Coin Club Medals. Occasionally, one of these may appear in a major numis- 
itic auction. As for the silver edition, it is rare. These were used for 
esentations; this collector has never seen a silver specimen offered for 
sale. It is a fortunate collector that has both the copper and silver. 





P.O. Box 932 
Ravinia Station 

March, 1977 BULLETIN Highland Park, Illinois 


The ninety-third meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, March 30, 1977 8:00 p.m. 

Please note that this meeting only, will be held on the 5th Wednesday of the 
month instead of the usual 4th. Please make a real effort to attend. It will 
be our first meeting at the library with our new officers. Let's show 
Dr. Goldberg and the other officers that they have our support. Plan to attend 
and bring any interested friends. 

RECAP OF MARCH 6 MEETING : Our meeting at the Continental Plaza Hotel in con- 
junction with the Chicago International Coin Fair is now history. We hope that 
our members who attended had an enjoyable and worthwhile day. Vice President, 
Robert Leonard, called the INSI Meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. and invited CICF 
Chairman, Bill Pettit to make a few opening remarks. Bill welcomed the INSI 
members to the Fair and stressed the value of such cooperative efforts. A 
total of 24 members attended this very interesting meeting. Chairman Bob 
Leonard held the business part of the meeting to a minimum, and quickly intro¬ 
duced Mr. P. Frank Purvey, Director of Seaby Publications, Ltd., Seaby Coins 
and Medals, London, England, who spoke on "Coin Forgery". Mr. Purvey told us 
of the several methods by which coin forgeries are made: 1) cast molding, 2) 
electrotype reproduction, 3) centrifugal casting, and 4) false dies (usually 
handmade). He then described some of the techniques used in England to detect 
forgeries. One such method is spark analysis. He proceeded to describe some 
famous examples of forgeries in history. As with other phases of coin collecting, 
Mr. Purvey suggested buying a book on forgeries before buying any rare coins. 

Such a book would provide weights, metal analysis and design details. We thank 
Mr. Purvey for a most interesting and informative program. Mr. Purvey was 
presented with an engraved Club medal in appreciation. 

Mr. Dave Alexander of Coin World and Mr. Bill Rosenblum addressed the Club for 
a few minutes. Bill described the recent market trends of Israel issues. He 
said we have a new breed of collectors, those interested in choice pieces made 
for collectors. 

Bob Leonard displayed a recent issue of Egypt commemorating Egypt's victory 
over Israel at the Suez Canal. Dr. Saul Needleman showed the recent anniver¬ 
sary medal of INS of Long Island, New York (see page 2). 

Harry Flower read a letter from Ray Nolan, President of INS of Cleveland, Ohio, 
asking us to support Stanley Yulish for the Board of AINA. 

INS LONG ISLAND ISSUES CLUB MEDAL : For the dual purpose of commemorating their 
7th Anniversary and in conjunction with their recent Hanukkah Party, the 
Israel Numismatic Society of Long Island issued this medal. Only 150 pieces 
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in white medal, gold plated and 
antiqued were produced by Simba 
Awards, Ltd. of New York. (A 
silver version is planned for the 
future.) The obverse features 
the Star of David with the ARBA 
symbol in the center with "shared 
values" of PEACE, LIBERTY, JUSTICE, 
DIGNITY, OF MAN in the lower left 
field in a clock-wise direction 
are "the Torah", "Dove of Peace", 
"Eternal Light", "American Liberty Bell", and a "We the People Scroll". In 
the exergue "1776-1976". The reverse shows a rising sun with seven rays 
risinq over the mountains of the Negev and the Dead Sea. At the bottom is a 
map of Long Island and the Club's Anniversary dates "1969-1976 below. Any 
remaining medals are being offered for sale on a first come, first served 
basis. For additional information: INSLI,.P.0. Box 202, Syosset, N.Y. 11791. 

THOSE 1976 ISRAEL TRADE COINS : In our October, 1976, INSI Bulletin, we 
pictured and wrote about the new Israel 5 Agorot trade coin struck in alumi¬ 
num that are being issued to replace the aluminum-bronze coins that were 
previously issued. (Many of the members present at the November, ' 97 °> JNSI 
meetinq were given a specimen of this new coin through the courtesy of AINA.) 
Due to the very low value of the 1 Agora coin (100 to 1 Lira or Israeli Pound), 
each coin has a value of 1/100th of ll-l/2<t U.S. (as of Feb. I 977 )] are 
no longer being struck and do not circulate in Israel. In trade, the 5 
Agorot is replacing it. It was reported that the mint-marked 1 Agora dated 
1976 will be only struck for the 1976 (5736) dated Mint Sets, and there 
would not be any regular 1 Agora struck. But, we do know that some were 
struck; why and how many, we do not know. We do suggest that you obtain at 
least one for your Israel Trade Coin Collection. 


LERNER ISSUES 7th YOM KIPPUR WAR MEDAL : Avraham Lerner has just released the 
seventh and final medal of his "Yom Kippur War" Series. The subject of this 
medal deals with "the grim aftermath of the War, the deliberations of the blue- 
ribbon Agranat Commission which was called into session to decide responsi¬ 
bility for Israel's initial losses and near defeat in the north". The 
Generals' War", as Lerner records it, 

"was the period of recrimination and 
accusation which pitted staff 
officers, field commanders who 
survived the onslaught of the highly 
mechanized Arab armies, against the 
Prime Minister, Golda Meir, and the 
Minister of Defense, Gen. Moshe Dayan. 

The Commission found that Israeli 
intelligence had failed to properly 
assess Egyptian and Syrian armed. 
might...in telligence chief and his 
top aides were dismissed...Chief of 
Staff Gen. David Elazar was dismissed.. .ouuu.ei.. 

Gonen was suspended..." The obverse of the medal bears the word HAMECHDAL 
in large stylized Hebrew letters, coming down like lines of fire andending 
in arrow points on the Mem and Dalet. Interspaced below is the 
translation "THE FAILURE". The reverse bears the inscription "WAR OF THE 
GENERALS" and "AGRANAT COMMISSION" and the date "1973", and its Hebrew 



^nuthprn r.nmmand leader Gen. Shmuel 
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equivalent. Near the bottom and in the center are three hands, pointing 
accusing fingers in three different directions, symbolic of the period of 
recrimination and accusation following the war. Below at the rim, the 
fineness .999 and the Hebrew initials "AL" of the medalist. This sober, 
thought provoking and emotional medal is limited to 650 pieces in *999 
silver 1-1/4 inch in diameter. It is available from A. Lerner, P.0. Box 
G, Denville, N.J. 07834 at $7.50 each. 


INSI PERSONALS: Please bear in mind, we are always in need of interesting 
and newsworthy facts concerning any of our members. Any one that has an 
item worthy of publication in our INSI Bulletin, please communicate with 
your editor, either at a meeting or writing to Harry Flower, P.0. Box 263, 
Wheaton, Illinois 60187 or calling 682-3840. 


March is the birth-month for some of our "Greats"; the great physicist, 

Albert Einstein, the great bacteriologist, Paul Ehrlich, and the great histor¬ 
ian, Cecil Roth. Among our INSI birthdays for March are Norbert Jericho, 

Dr. Herb Lippitz and Charlette Nagy. 

Did you notice the Nov-Dec, 1976, issue of The Shekel ? On pages 21 and 22 
were reproduced the two-sectional article "Gold Judaic Coins" by Harry 
Flower that originally appeared in your INSI Bulletins of October and November 
1975. 


YOUR 1977 CLUB DUES: There are still a few members that haven't paid their 
current dues. If you are unable to attend the next meeting, please mail 
your check, payable to I.N.S.I. for $6.00 to the club address. 

PROGRAM FOR MARCH: The program for the March 30 meeting will be Lincoln W. 
Higgie, author of The Colonial Coinage of the U.S. Virgin Islands and co¬ 
author of C atalog of~the Money of Puerto RTco ! For many years Mr. Higgle has 
specialized in ancient coins, and has travelled extensively in Europe and Asia 
Minor in pursuit of numismatics. He will speak to us on the subject of 
"Interesting Collectors and Collections", featuring the mad Count Pisani and 
his genuine numismania; Hans von Aulock and Burton Y. Berry, whose collections 
of ancient Greek coins are so extensive as to have merited cataloging as part 
of the Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum ; the late J. Paul Getty, at one time the 
world's richest man, a perfectionist collector of antiquities and art; and 
other unusual collectors. This promises to be a fascinating program for any 
collector. 


REMEMBER to bring exhibits relative to Passover for the March meeting. 


INSI welcomes new members Jack J, Rosecrans (145) and Leah Klein (146). 


The Club extends our best wishes for a speedy recovery to Mrs. Mack Rabin, 
wife of INSI member. 

Mazel Tov to Dr. Morris Goldberg on the opening of new offices. 
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Octavian Augustus Caesar in Jerusalem 

by Saul B. Needleman 

The death of Julius Caesar and the defeat of his assassins Brutus and Cassius 
at Philippi led to a division of the Roman world between Octavian in the 
west and Marc Antony in the east. The Parthians challenged Rome's author¬ 
ity over the eastern provinces in 40 BCE. Mattathias Antigonus, the last 
of the Hasmoneans, allied himself with the Parthians against Rome as a 
means of regaining his royal legacy. Both Caesar and Antony already had 
rejected his claims to the Jewish throne. As the Parthian armies advanced, 
Jews rushed to Antigonus' banner to indicate their preference for a 
Hasmonean king rather than Herod. Herod fled Jerusalem for Rome and the 
Hasmonean Kingdom, after a hiatus of 23 years, was restored under Antigonus. 

In Rome, Herod received the title of king of Judea in absentia first by 
Antony and later by Octavian because they felt he was capable of and 
willing to carry out their policies. In 38 BCE, Parthia was defeated and 
a few months later Jerusalem fell to the Romans and Antigonus, last 
Hasmonean king, was executed. 

Inevitably came the clash between Octavian and Antony. The naval victory 
at Actfum in 31 BCE left Octavian Augustus Caesar as sole ruler of the 
entire Rome empire. The Sanhedrin was antagonistic to the rise of Herod's 
power. But Herod presented himself to Augustus as a friend and Augustus 
confirmed Herod's rule over Judea. 

Following Augustus' conquest of Eqypt, he granted full civil rights to 
the Jews of Alexandria. The harbors were placed under the control of 
Jewish Alabarchs (administrators). They were permitted to build syna¬ 
gogues and worship according to their own rites. While Augustus set a 
precedence of religious tolerance towards the Jews, Herod erected a Roman 
temple in Judea and raised a statue of Augustus in Caesarea. Herod's 
actions in Jerusalem led to riots and a series of minor revolts. This led 
Augustus to replace Herod and his sons with a series of Procurators 
(Governors) of the 14 Procurators ultimately appointed, the first three 
served under Augustus. 

Augustus was reluctant to appoint a successor for himself. First he had 
nominated Agrippa and then Marcellus, his son-in-law. Later he chose the 
sons of Agrippa who had married his daughter. With their deaths, he 
picked Drusus, a stepson, but with Drusus' death, was left only with 
Tiberius, another stepson. Augustus died in August 14 CE and Tibenus 
ascended to the throne of Rome. 
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The ninety-fourth meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois 
will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5215 Oakton Street 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, April 27, 1977 8:00 P.M. 

RECAP OF MARCH MEETING : President Morris Goldberg opened the meeting 
with an introduction and welcome to the guests. Peggy Goldsmith, chair¬ 
person of our INSI Convention/Seminar reported that progress for this 
event is coming along favorably but much work remains to be done and more 
workers are needed. The Seminar will be held in October, 1977. Bob 
Leonard is working on the educational program. 

Harry Flower announced that several slide programs are available from 
AINA and gave the listing information to our Program Chairman. 

Exhibits were next followed by a short recess during which members 
enjoyed the refreshments available. 

Our speaker for the evening was Linclon W. Higgie. Mr. Higgie is a 
true numismatist, author of several numismatic catalogues, a world 
traveler and a specialist in ancient coins. His subject was Four 
Interesting Collectors and Collections - A Trip in Numismaniacs". 

The presentation of his subject made for a fascinating program for the 
evening. We were delighted by his fine presentation and everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed his talk. In appreciation of this very interesting 
program, President Goldberg presented his with an engraved club medal. 

After the program, Stewart Koppel sold raffle tickets for a 59 mm 
tombac Weizmann State of Israel Medal. The lucky winper was Jonathan 
Lippitz. 

EXHIBITS : The "exhibit business" is picking up; there were eight exhib¬ 
itors. This part of a meeting makes for a more interesting evening. 

Why not share some of your possessions with your fellow collectors? 

The first exhibitor was Ben Odesser who had two Shekel medals, a gold- 
plated Levi Eshkol medal made in Israel and six Franklin Mint medals 
of well-known Jews. Bob Leonard had an interesting display of substi¬ 
tutes for money used in Milan, Italy during the 1974-1976 period of 
small change shortage. He also had an Israel one Agora coin from 
circulation. These were supposed to have been discontinued. Our 
speaker, Lincoln Higgie, had an exhibit of ancients: a decadrachm of 
Syracuse (copy), a stater of Aspendus in immaculate condition, an 8- 
ducat piece of Paul Renier of Venice and a tetradrachm of Alexander 
the Great. Aaron Kaplan had a framed matzah cover that he took from 
the wall of his home to bring to the meeting. He told a most interest- 






ing story about this item, a beautiful petit point, hand made, with a 
Torah, two lions and Hebrew inscriptions. Thanks for bringing this 
item, Aaron. Dr. Morris Goldberg had a medal of Haym Salomon (1740-85), 
the U.S. financier and patriot, that was issued by the Museum of Amer¬ 
ican Jewish History in Philadelphia. Stewart Koppel had two silver 
medals, the 7th of the Yom Kippur War series by Avraham Lerner (see INSI 
Bulletin of March, 1977, p.2). Harry Flower had a belated showing of 
the 1976 Franklin Mint Hannukkah medals, the Henrietta Szold, Jewish 
American Hall of Fame medals in silver and bronze and the Entebbe elon¬ 
gated U.S. cent and dime(see INSI Bulletin, December, 1976 for all of 
these issues). Dr. Herb Lippitz had an interesting collection of 8 
Haggadahs. These were reprints from various periods and from several 
countries. Dr. Saul Needleman had the engraved INSI MEDAL OF MERIT 
which had been awarded to Peggy Goldsmith at the Annual Award Dinner. 

AINA ISSUES 10th ANNIVERSAR Y MEDAL: The American Israel Numismatic 

Association has just 
issued its 10th anni¬ 
versary medal. This 
beautiful work of art 
was designed by Howard 
Ahl of Palm Bay, Fla., 
the winner of a national 
contest, and was struck 
by the Israel Govern¬ 
ment Coins & Medals 
Corp. of Jerusalem. 

This medal is available 
in 45 mm silver at $25 
and 59 mm bronze at $10. 

The medal can be ordered from AINA. P.0. Box 449, Fresh Meadow Station, Flushing 
N.Y. 11365. Ordering deadline is June 15, 1977. A 35 mm gold issue also is 
planned. If interested, please contact AINA. A club order for these medals 
at a special price will be taken at the April meeting only. 

NEW SILVER BAR RELEASED : The 1977 Bar Mitzvah silver bar is 
now available. This attractive one ounce .999 fine silver 
ingot in proof-like finish was issued by Madison Mint in 
March 1977. The new issue is available from the distributor, 

Harry J. Forman, Inc. P.0. Box 5756, Philadelphia, Pa. 19120. 

The price is $8.25 plus 75(5 postage and handling on order less 
than $20.00. Of course, one of these would make a nice addi¬ 
tion to your Judaic collection but also would make a special 
Bar Mitzvah gift. A name and date can be inscribed on the 
reverse. 

OF SPECIAL INTEREST : From April 11 to May 29, 1977 there will 
be "A RETROSPECTIVE 1898-1969" of Ben Shahn, one of the foremost American 
artists of the century, of over 180 paintings, prints etc. at the SPERTUS 
MUSEUM OF JUDAICA, 618 S. Michigan Ave., Monday thru Thursday, 10:00 A.M. 
to 5:00 P.M., Friday and Sunday, 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Admission is 
$1.00 adults, 50 (5 students, children and senior citizens. Friday ad¬ 
mission is free. Ben Shahn is the designer of the EL AL AIRLINES OFFICIAL 
STATE MEDAL No. SM-42 issued in 1969. 














INSI PERSONALS : The noted journalist and philanthropist Joseph 
Pulitzer (1847-1911) was born in April. Among our members born this 
month are Kay Heffner, Robert Leonard, Sondra Needleman, Bernard Stern, 
David Schecter and Myron Tiersky. Best Birthday Wishes] 

We are happy to report that David Goldberg, son of our President, has 
graduated from Yale Medical School. We wish him all the best as he 
starts his internship. Congradulations are in order to him and his 
parents. 

Condolances to Saul Needleman on the passing of his grandmother at 93. 

AINA CONVENTION : A last minute reminder: the most important AINA event 
of the year, "The Greater New York Coin Convention sponsored by AINA, 
to be held at the New York-Sheraton Hotel from April 28 to May 1. For 
additional information call Harry Flower or Ben Odesser. 

ISRAEL TO RELEASE 1977 INDEPENDENCE DAY COIN : The theme for Israel's 
29th Anniversary Commemorative Coin for 1977 is "Brotherhood in Jeru¬ 
salem Capital of Israel". Jerusalem is the Holy City to three faiths: 



Judaism, Christianity and Islam. As in the past, these will be struck 
in two varieties, B.U. and Proof. The obverse features symbolic buildings 
behind a wall, carried on the wings of a dove. The legend is curved 
around the rim in Hebrew and in English. The reverse of the coin shows 
the value "25 Lirot", the State Emblem and the name "Israel" in Hebrew, 
English and Arabic, and the year "5737-1977". The edge bears the Hebrew 
inscription "29 years to the State of Israel". This .5000 fine silver 
coin weighs 20 grams, is 34 mm in size and will be struck by the Govern¬ 
ment mint in Jerusalem. Asaf Berg of Jerusalem was the designer. At 
the time of this writing, club ordering instructions have not arrived 
but we will be taking orders at the April meeting. 

PROGRAM FOR APRIL : The speaker at the April meeting will be an old 
friend to INSI, Mr. William Pettit of Rare Coin Company of America. 

Bill will speak to us on "Preparing for Having a Coin Show". As 
General Chairman of the past two highly successful Chicago Coin Fairs, 
he certainly is qell-qualified to give us some clues on how to make 
our own forthcoming show a success. 

There will be a donated auction at the May meeting. 









INSI BRIEFS 


Another translation of a section of the Bible into poetry by 
Samuel Mendelson, brother-in-law of INSI member Jerome Cohen. 


FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

In the early days, a tyrant, 

Without honor, without shame. 

Set upon the peaceful Hebrews — 
Antiochus was his name. 

In his heart there was no mercy, 

Hatred was for him alone;' 

In the desecrated Temple 
He sat Zeus upon the throne. 

All the Idols from Olympus 
Were included in his scheme; 

And the Pagan rites and Orgies 
Shattered every Hebrew dream. 

So the Jews adhered as servants, 

There was nothing they could do; 
Antiochus placed his henchmen 
Each rebellion to subdue. 

Servitude exacted hardships, 

All the Jews could do each day 
Was to bear their grief in silence 
And, in hiding, kneel to pray. 

In the meantime, Antiochus, 

Used the Temple to excess; 

Here, his sacrificial Orgies 
Were for Pagan gods to bless! 

Out of this chaotic rupture 
God, Almighty, heard the plea 
Of his loyal, faithful people 
And their prayers to be free. 

So He introduced a hero, 

Judas Maccabee by name, 

To restore the ruined Temple 
From defilement and from shame. 

Judas Maccabee recruited, 

Built his army best he could; 

In their ragged, tattered outfits 
They’d fight hard; they swore they would! 


With the odds so much against them 
They knew God was on their side; 

They felt soon would come the freedom 
For the cause they fought and died! 

In the bloody years that followed 
Came defeat for Pagan lore; 

And the cleansing of the Temple 
Placed God on the throne once more! 

And the cruse of oil discovered 
Was enough for one day’s spread; 

But to everyone’s amazement 
It burned on eight days instead! 

With the lighting of each candle 
For the eight days spoken of, 

In the darkness it has brightened 
God has drenched you with His love! 

The Mcnorah is a Symbol 
In a world where hatreds thrive; 

It reminds this world of Nations 
God is very much alive! 

For with Hannukkah there’s meaning 
Each of us is certain of: 

Hatreds can destroy what’s mortal, 

But it can’t erase God’s love! 

— Samuel Mendelson 
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The ninety-fifth meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, May 25, 1977 
8:00 p.m. 



Yes, you have guessed it! Auction Time is here again. At the May 25th meeting, we will have our annual 
donated auction. Purpose, to raise funds for your INSI so that we may carry out the various club functions. 
Other than dues, this auction is our only fund raising activity. Therefore please donate worthwhile items so 
that this event will be a success. What should you bring? Anything that another member may want to buy. 
Examples: coins, medals and tokens, of course and collectable Judaica. But you are not limited to these 
items. How about a bottle of wine, or if you have, a bottle of booze? Then, there are books, paintings, 

prints, watches, ceramic pieces, pens, artifacts, cakes, candy, etc. Juvenile items would be in order as 

many of the children attend. This is a good time to get rid of that “white elephant” wedding or birthday 
gift that is just gathering dust. If you are unable to attend this meeting and wish to make a donation, please 
have someone pick up your item. If necessary call Peggy at 673-8514. Above all, please come prepared to 
make generous bids. Remember, this is for the benefit of your club. 

In the past years, “Auction Nite” was usually “Fun Nite”, an evening of friendship and fellowship. Come 
and bring a friend for an interesting and enjoyable evening. 
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SPECIAL NOTE : We wish to call your attention to INSI’s new mailing address. This is located on the top 
right comer of the first page of this Bulletin. 

RECAP OF APRIL MEETING: President Morris Goldberg opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m. and then 
requested the Treasurer’s report from Sandford Aronin. The visitors were then welcomed. Peggy Goldsmith 
gave a progress report on the AINA-INSI Coin Convention that we are having in October. Please mark 
October 29 and 30, 1977 on your calendar. Be sure save these two days for our first “Coin Show”. (More 
later.) The exhibits were next, followed by refreshments. An official Israel State Medal, the 1965 

ASHKELON City-coin medal was raffled; the lucky winner was Ben Odesser Robert Leonard introduced 

our speaker of the evening, Mr. William Pettit. Bill is no stranger to us — he has always been a welcomed 
visitor. His topic was “Preparing for a Coin Convention;” every step for such an event was covered. First, 
the place must be adequate; 2nd, the areas for the bourse, exhibits and banquet must be properly laid out; 
3rd, security, probably the most important and most expensive, must be taken care of; 4th the educational 
program should be planned; 5th, exhibits, competitive and non-competitive arranged; 6th, banquet planning, 
meal and program; 7th, publicity — radio, T.V. stations, newspapers, flyers, posters and letters to other 
local clubs must be obtained; 8th, registration, public and dealer badges; 9th, awards for the exhibitors and 
tokens for the speakers. Bill covered these points quite thoroughly and interestingly. If we follow his 
guidelines, our convention will surely be a success. We thank Bill for a very important and informative 
lecture. In appreciation he was presented with an engraved club medal. 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor was Sandy Aronin with a copy of the April 26,1977 issue of World Coin 
News, which pictured several Israel coins that were up side down. (Were these numismatic errors?) he also 
had two books, the original and a reprint of The Vilna Goan Views Life, the latter printed in Yerushalayim, 

1974. The original, yellow with age, was printed in 1873. It was most interesting to compare the two. 

Ben Odesser had two shekel tokens of the year 4 issued by the Zionist Organization of America. These 

were dated 5715 in Hebrew corresponding to 1955. Harry Flower exhibited the 39 mm silver medal 

issued August 1975 to commemorate the 3rd Anniversary of the death of David Mark Berger, a member of 
the Israeli Olympic Team that met death by Arab terrorists at Munich on September 5, 1972. Harry also 
had the “Official Bicentennial Visit Medal”, 1976, a 51 mm silver, featuring Yitzak Rabin, Prime Minister 

of Israel. Saul Needleman had a silver denarius of Caligula, one of the 12 Caesars(37-41 C.E.) Caligula 

succeeded Tiberius, whose murder he is said to have instigated in 37 C.E., and after a reign notorious for 

his personal depravity and public oppression, was assinated in 41 C.E. Bob Leonard had two coins of 

ancient Syria bearing names of the governors of Syria under the Romans, Silanus, 11-17 C.E. and Quadratus, 
51-60 C.E. Quadratus is mentioned in Josephus and Robert also had a copy of Josephus open to the story 
of Quadratus’s judgment against the Samaritans. 

OUR OCTOBER COIN CONVENTION : Our fall Coin Convention will be known as “The Greater Chicago 
Coin Convention” sponsored by the American Israel Numismatic Association (AINA) and hosted by INSI. 

It will take place at the Holiday Inn, 3801 N. Mannheim Road (near O’Hare Airport) in Schiller Park, Ill. 
on October 29 & 30, 1977. There will be a bourse of nearly 30 dealers offering coins of Israel, United 
States, and the rest of the world. Peggy Goldsmith is the general chairman. Please feel free to ask any 
questions about this coming event at the May meeting. We still need more workers. 

was featured in our last Bulletin, we want to 
bring it to your attention again. It was 
issued in 45 mm silver at $25.00 and in 
bronze at $10.00. If you place your order 
through the club, there will be a small dis¬ 
count from these prices. But please remem¬ 
ber, this will be the deadline for a club order. 
We wish to bring out the fact that this issue 
was struck by the Israel Government Coins 
& Medals Corp. at the Mint in Jerusalem, 
and that it will be included in any updating 
of Israel’s Money and Medals by A. H. Kagan. 
If you are interested in a 35 mm gold version 
of this issue, contact AINA in New York. 


AINA 10th ANNIVERSARY MEDAL: Although this medal 
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P ROGRAM FOR MAY : The main event for this meeting, is, of course, the donated auction. In addition 
there will be exhibits and refreshments. Be sure to attend the meeting, and be prepared to make purchases 
and to have a good time. Bring a friend, and of course, bring the kids. 

OTHER CONVENTION NEWS: Ben Odesser and Harry Flower attended the Greater New York Coin 
Convention (sponsored by AINA). They will give a report on this event at the May meeting. Bob Leonard, 
in New York on business, was also able to stop by briefly. 

Although this is a late announcement, we will put this in, as some of our members may be going to Califor¬ 
nia at this time. The 4th Annual Holyland Expo ’77 will be held May 22,1977 at the Sportsmans Lodge, 
North Hollywood, California. Sponsoring organizations are four California Israel Coin Clubs and AINA. 
There will be the usual bourse, exhibits, educational forum and a banquet. 


INSI OFFICERS AND 
Dr. Morris Goldberg 
Mr. Robert Leonard 
Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith 
Mr. Sandford Aronin 
Mr. Robert Schwartz 


BOARD FOR 1977: 
President 
First VP 
Second VP 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


Mr. Sidney Lorber 
Mr. Hugh Pearl 
Mr. Stewart Koppel 
Dr. Saul Needleman 
Mr. Harry Flower 


Board Member 
Board Member 
Board Member 
Board Member 
Bulletin Editor 




INSI BRIEFS 


Judea and the Roman Empire — Tiberius 
by 

Saul B. Needleman 

The life of Tiberius was dominated by the desires and action of others. The early life of Tiberius was over¬ 
shadowed by the needs of Augustus to consolidate the Principate. At the age of two, his father was a 
fugitive from the triumvirs because of his strong Republican convictions. At four, his mother, Livia, was 
forced to divorce her husband in order to marry Augustus. At his own majority, after the death of Agrippa 
in 12 B.C.E., Tiberius was forced to divorce his own wife in order to marry Agrippa’s widow, Julia, daugh¬ 
ter of Augustus. 

Domination by Augustus extended even to the matter of future succession to the throne. The prospects 
for Tiberius to ascend to the throne were not assured until the deaths of Gaius and Lucius, the older sons 
of Agrippa and Julia. Only with their deaths was Tiberius adopted by Augustus and his destiny settled. 
Even with that, it was clear that Tiberius was not the preferred choice for succession. Augustus ordered 
Tiberius to adopt his nephew Germanicus and designate him as successor presumptive over his own son, 
Drusus the younger. 

Even in things political was Tiberius dominated by the opinions of others, particularly of Sejanus. Tiberius 
tried to preserve the dignity of the Senate but the avarice of Sejanus was a constant deterent to his con¬ 
scientiousness. Sejanus was able to instill into Tiberius a fear for his own safety. Sejanus was in a position 
to promote and ply upon the fears of Tiberius while managing to increase his own powers at the same time. 

It was in his relations with Judea that Sejanus was able to exert the greatest influence over Tiberius, 
permitting his own vile prejudices to dictate the official policies of Rome. Initially Tiberius listened to the 
complaints of the Judeans and even lightened their burden of taxation. He appointed Valerius Gratus as 
Procurator, a post he held for eleven years. In general, the relations between Judea and the Roman empire 
were not markedly hostile under the early Procurators. In reality, however, Tiberius probably was even 
more antipathetic to the Judeans than was his predecessor, Augustus. 

There was general acceptance of the Sabbath and other features of Judaism among the Roman aristocracy 
coupled to a strong trend towards conversion from heathenism to Jewish monotheism. Proselytes sent 
offerings to the Temple at Jerusalem as the loss of freedom and idealism among the Romans faded from 
their lives. The increasing popularity of Judaism seemed to impeach the traditional Roman way of life. 
Tiberius responded with a law which constituted the first example of religious persecution in Rome. Under 
this law, the religious rights of the Jews throughout Italy were abrogated. Troops were brought into 
Jerusalem and heavy taxes were imposed. 

With the appearance of Pontius Pilate as Procurator, the picture was complete. Pilate was harsh and insen¬ 
sitive to the needs and desires of the people. At the instigation of Sejanus, Pilate ordered the execution of 
Jesus. 

When Sejanus died in 31 C.E., the protective edicts of Caesar and Augustus favoring the Jews were recon¬ 
firmed. Tiberius died on March 16, 37. 


Third of a series. 
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The ninety-sixth meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, June 29,1977 
8:00 p.m. 

RECAP OF MAY MEETING: President Morris Goldberg opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m. and then 
welcomed the visitors. Among our visitors was Mr. Donn Pearlman, a news reporter for WBBM (CBS). 

Donn, please feel free to visit our club at any meeting. Dr. Goldberg called on Ben Odesser to give a report 
on the AINA Convention in New York. Ben told our group that the 1977 Convention was the “best ever;” 
the attendance was the largest up to date and the bourse consisted of the best known dealers from the 
United States and Europe. The exhibits were the best of any previous AINA Convention; the consensus 
was that these exhibits were of ANA quality. The best of show was won by Manfred Anson of Bergenfield, 
N.J. with his exhibit of Theodor Herzl items. The Saturday night banquet was preceded by a reception 
(four tables of hors d’ oeuvres and two bars). Harry Flower, who also attended the convention, added to 
the report given by Ben. Also, Bob Leonard, who was in New York on business at that time, attended the 
convention for a day... Harry Flower then discussed our planned Coin Convention to be held October 29- 
30, 1977. ... The exhibits were next. Peggy then gave a progress report of the October Convention. Much 
work remains to be done; she appealed for more workers—we need more people for the various committees. 
Please call Peggy at 673-8514... Of course the main event at this meeting was the Annual Donated Auction. 
Because this was a summer month, the attendance was not as great as it should have been but the auction 
material was varied and interesting. Auctioneer Ben Odesser hammered out $95.50 in cash bids for the 
items on hand. We want to thank Ben for his usual well-performed job, Bob and Peggy for keeping the 
records, and David Goldsmith for acting as runner. Of course we thank the donors and the buyers. It was a 
successful evening; we thank all that attended. 

EXHIBITS: Bob Leonard had two ancient coins similar to those featured in “BIBLICAL BYLINE #26 & 

27” by Mel Wacks in Coin World of April 
26,1977. These were a Byzantine bronze 
of Eudocia (Figure 1), who was “queen” of 
Jerusalem from 444 to 460 C.E. The 
second coin was an ancient Judaean bronze 
(Figure 2) with the term “Zion”. These 
were issued during a three-year period 
during the First Revolt. 



Figure 1 Figure 2 
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Harry Flower was the next 



Figure 3 


exhibitor with various items from the AINA Convention in New York. Among 
the items were the official blue and gold badge (Figure 3), the 37 mm. medal 
commemorating both the 5th anniversary of the Greater New York Coin 
Convention and the 10th anniversary of AINA (Figure 4), which was pre¬ 
sented to each guest at the May 1, 1977 luncheon, and the new gold, white 
and blue enamelled membership pin (Fugure 5). This is currently available 
from AINA, P. O. Box 499, Fresh Meadows Station, Flushing, N.Y. 11365 
as a tie-tac, lapel pin or a blouse pin at $2.00 each. The 10th anniversary 
AINA Book Mark with a half-lira Israel coin, is also available for $1.00 each. 




Figure 4 



Figure 5 


This Official Souvenir, measures 7W’ by 2”, has silver lettering on light blue plastic and near the top has a 
circular window for the coin. 


NEW KISSINGER MEDAL BY JUDAIC HERITAGE: To mark the 
service to the United States, 1968-1977, the Judaic Heritage 
Society commissioned the noted sculptor, Mico Kaufman, to 
create the “Portrait of a Statesman” Medal. His portrait of 
Henry Kissinger is a masterful interpretation of character and 
career of a colorful, enigmatic and controversial statesman. The 
piece is struck in two-inch (51 mm.) size (the illustration is 
enlarged), in high relief bronze, limited to 5000, and in silver, 
limited to 2500. The sterling silver edition weighs over 2 l A 
ounces. The medals are available from The Judaic Heritage 
Society, Suite 4011, 866 United Nations Plaza, New York, N.Y. 
10017. The prices are $49.50 for the silver and $12.50 for the 
bronze. 


completion of Henry Kissinger’s 



RECAP OF COMMITTEE MEETING: About ten members attended a committee meeting that was held at 
Peggy’s home on June 7, 1977. This group reaffirmed that we will have the Convention on October 29 & 30, 
1977. As general chairman of the Convention, she is calling a committee meeting just after adjomment of 
the regular meeting on June 29, 1977. It is important that all committee members, club officers and board 
members attend. It will only last a short time. If unable to attend, please call Peggy. Of course any other 
interested persons are welcome. 










- 3 - 


ORDERED COINS AND MEDALS ARRIVED: Members who placed club orders for any of the following: 
Israel 1977 Independence Day Commemorative coin “Brotherhood in Jerusalem;” the AINA 10th Anniver¬ 
sary Medal; and “Operation Jonathan (Entebbe) Medal,” please be informed that all of these have arrived 
and will be distributed at the June meeting. Please pick these up at that time or if unable to attend, make 
other arrangements. 

KAGAN’S 1977 SUPPLEMENT AVAILABLE: The first supplement for Israel’s Money & Medals, by 
A. H. Kagan is now available. This supplement covers everything issued by the Israel Government Coins & 
Medals Corporation, the Bank of Israel and the American Israel Numismatic Association. It contains all the 
information on coins, medals, bank notes and tokens. In addition, it has the latest prices for all items shown 
in the book as well as the latest prices for the Palestine coins and bank notes. The price for this supplement 
is $3.95. Please order from A. H. Kagan, Ltd., 515 Rockaway Avenue, Vally Stream, N.Y. 11581. 

INSI PERSONALS: Among the INSI Members with June birthdays are Leo Hecht, Nate Lomansky and 
Robert Schwartz. Best wishes to all of you. 

Vacation season is now underway. We wish our members and their families a very pleasant summer. Please 
remember that we do have meetings during the summer months. Please attend and bring your visitors and 
friends. 

PROGRAM FOR JUNE MEETING: We will have a special treat at our June meeting. Mr. David Schecter 
will be our speaker. Those of you who know Dave, know him to be a very knowledgeable numismatist and 
a very interesting speaker. He will discuss the collecting of Judaica. He will cover coins, medals, tokens, 
amulets, books and other collectibles. Dave is a world traveler and has many interesting events to relate to 
us. The evening should be a very informative and interesting one. Be sure to attend and bring your friends. 

SPECIAL NOTE: We want to call your attention to the fact that the June meeting will be on June 29th, 
the 5th Wednesday for this month only. The meeting will be in the Auditorium on the first floor of the 
Library. 
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INSI BRIEFS 
Book of Ruth 

by 

Herbert A Lippitz 

Ruth is the shortest of the five Megilloth (Scrolls) which are the five shortest books of the Holy Writings or 
“Kethubim” (Hagiographa). Ruth is a lovely, “lived happily ever after” story that takes perhaps ten minutes 
to read carefully. It is a story of faith and fidelity in which the character acts in a normal way in conformity 
with life at that time. Ruth is read in the Spring during Shavouth, the Feast of Weeks. 

The historical setting is late in the days of the Judges when there was a famine in the land of Judah. Peaceful 
relations with neighboring lands (at least Moab) permitted desertion from Judah for the hungry such as the 
family of Elimelech of Bethlehem (a silversmith), his wife Naomi, and her two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. 

Soon after their arrival, Elimelech died. The sons married Moabite women. Mahlon (means “profane”) 
married Ruth and Chilion (means “destroyed”) married Orpah. About ten years later, both sons died child¬ 
less and without descendants. She decided to leave what had apparently become her new land of residence 
and return to Bethlehem. The Targum (which is the ancient Jewish-Aramaic version of the Hebrew Bible that 
served as an interpretive translation of the scriptural Hebrew text for the masses, complete with liberal 
midrashic additions into the text), adds the warning note that their tragedies are a direct result of the boys 
marrying shiksas and mamma giving her “hehksher” — 

But I digress. — Naomi tells the girls to return to their own people and gods because she was not about to 
have more sons for them to marry (levirate marriage) and besides, they might be abused by the Jewish boys 
back home (believe it or not). 

The girls wanted to go with Naomi anyway (Oh! those Jewish boys.) Naomi then instructed them to return 
to Moab. Orpah agreed and was never heard from again. (Rumor has it that her grandson was Goliath.) Ruth 
persisted and was warned of all of the rigors of living a Jewish life which they apparently hadn’t done in 
Moab. To each of the trials, Ruth answered in turn “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not 
follow you. For wherever you go, I will to: wherever you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, 
and your God my God. Where you die, I will die and there I will be buried, thus and may the Lord do to 
me.” And so they took their 50 mile (80 km) journey northwest to Bethlehem. Incidentally, the Targum 
decided that Ruth and Orpah were the daughters of the Moabite king. 

Being poor at the time of their return, the privilege of gleaning the fields at harvest time was their source 
of sustenance. The gleaners could pick the unharvested comers of the fields or what the farmers had picked 
and dropped (if the dropped amount was small — e.g. two ears of com dropped was o.k., but three or more 
was not). 

Ruth who was then 40 years old happened by chance upon the field of a kinsman of Elimelech by the name 
of Old Man Boaz who had a farm, EIEIO. He had just buried his wife who died just before (thereby avoiding 
a scandal). He was 80 years old and a “man of substance.” Boaz told Ruth to come glean on his farm. He 
was very favorably impressed with her, based on the reports that he had heard of how well she treated 
Naomi. Ruth had to take care to avoid contact with the other men which seemed to imply that unattached 
females were fair game for the goodly supply of roving gentlemen. 

Boaz took good care of his new gleaning lady. Meanwhile, back at the cabin, Naomi is setting the table for 
Boaz and Ruth. Cooking his goose as it were. While Boaz was asleep under his blanket on the floor of the 
barley winnowing room, a tonsorially and satorially resplendant Ruth tippy-toed in and quietly uncovered 
Boaz’ feet and she snuggled in and —!! 


(Continued next month) 
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BULLETIN 


The ninety-seventh meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, July 27, 1977 
8:00 p.m. 


President Morris Goldberg called the meeting to order and then requested the Treasurer’s report from Sandy 
Aronin. The visitors were welcomed — a special welcome was given to Leah Klein, who attended for the first 
time. Peggy then took over for the exhibits. After the exhibits, a discussion began regarding the October 
Coin Show. This was led by Chairman Peggy Goldsmith. This discussion took up most of the remainder of 
the evening - so much of the evening that there wasn’t enough time left for the speaker, Mr. David Schecter. 
Dave’s program will be given this month. 


EXHIBITS: The first exhibitor was Harry Flower 



who had three medals of Judaic interest. The first was 
the recently issued Francis Salvador medal (Fig. 1). 
Francis Salvador (1747-1778) was the first Jewish 
patriot of the American Revolution and the first 
Jew known to have given his life for the American 
cause. The obverse of the medal depicts the death 
scene from the Francis Salvador Historical 
located at Klutznick Exhibit Hall at the B’nai B’rith 
Building in Washington, D.C. The reverse features 
the Seal of the issuing group. The 40mm. sterling 
silver medal is available for $25.00 (tax deductible) 
postpaid from Hebrew Benevolent Society of 
Charleston, P.O. Box 1090, Charleston, S.C. 29402. 
The second was the ADL Medal (Fig. 2) that was 


presented to the 1000 guests at 
the Anti-Defamation League of 
B’nai B’rith Dinner that was held 
February 3, 1965 in Washington, 
D.C. President Lyndon Johnson 
was the principal speaker and 
guest of honor. The third medal 
was the American Jewish Relief 
Committee World War I Appreci¬ 
ation Medal for non-Jews. The 
complete story of this important 
medal was written by Dr. U. P. 
Federbush in The Shekel , Vol. X, 
March-April 1977. 
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Robert Leonard was the second exhibitor. Bob had two interesting and historical non-Jewish coins bearing 
the six-pointed star. These were an Arab coin of Aleppo, Syria of Al-Zahir Ghazi, 1199-1200, and a Crusader 
coin of 1233-34 imitating it. Many Judaic coin collectors now have a “side collection” of non-Judaic coins, 
medals and tokens that have a “Star of David.” Bob’s coins would fit into this category. 

Stew Koppel displayed and spoke on a new Entebbe Medal. This very attractive medal was issued by Paul 
Vincze of London, and was struck in bronze, silver and gold. If interested, please contact Stewart or write to 
Paul Vincze, 5 Rossetti Studios, Flood Street, London, SW3, England. 

Dr. Saul Needleman displayed three interesting pieces. These were a 1661 coin from the German district of 
Liegnitz and Brieg in Lower Silesia, minted in the city of Goldberg; a 1647 coin from the city of Lueneburg 
in Hanover, Germany; and finally an unusual Greek token issued in 1954 featuring King George V of 
England (similar to the British gold sovereign). This last peice was issued as a new year’s good luck token. 

The fifth exhibitor was Sandy Aronin with some very interesting and historical Judaica items. Among these 
were two Hungarian passports that had been issued to Mr. & Mrs. David Frano (parents of Sandy’s wife) 
who were in Germany in 1939-40 during the Nazi period, but were allowed to leave “just in time.” From 
Frankfurt, Germany, came a “Shabbos Purse” made of silver mesh with a smaller change purse as used by 
women to carry to the synagogue. Thirdly, he had a love-token chain bracelet made with European silver 
coins of the 1880’s and a somewhat earlier U.S. half dollar. 

The last exhibitor, Aaron Kaplan, had a book, Wealth of the Roman World, by J. P. Kent and K. S. Painter, 
published by Balding & Mansell Ltd., London 1977. This volume, beautifully illustrated with colored 
photos, was on gold and silver from AD 300 — 700 which included coins, jewelry and artifacts of that 
period. While on a recent trip to England, Aaron had bought the book at the British Museum in London. 

INSI CONVENTION CANCELED: The Greater Chicago Coin Convention that was scheduled for October 
29-30,1977 has regretfully been called off. Peggy will discuss this at the next meeting. However, we do 
hope to have a show at a later date. 

INSI PERSONALS: Among our membership, Aaron Kaplan and Joseph Spom have July birthdays. We 
wish you many more. Also born in July was Marc Chagall, who was just 90. Did you see the new Chagall 
Windows in the Art Institute? A new wing, called “The Chagall Gallery” was recently dedicated and may 
now be viewed by the public. 

One of our popular and prominent members, Robert Greenstein, was married to Miss Sheryl Steinberg on 
June 19. We wish them both “Mazel Tov” and happiness always. 

It sure was a pleasure to see Louie and Charlotte Nagy at the last meeting. We hope that both of you will be 
able to attend many more. 

We want to welcome Leah Klein, one of our newer members, who attended for the first time. By the way, 
besides being a real nice person, Leah is Secretary-Treasurer of the Chicago Coin Club. We hope to see her 
often. 

Congratulations are due our president, Dr. Morris Goldberg, and his son, Allan, who recently received his 
M.D. degree. Allan will be in residency at Baylor in Texas. 

PROGRAM FOR JULY: Our postponed June speaker will be with us this month. Mr. David Schecter will 
speak to us on Judaica. His program will cover coins, medals, tokens, amulets, books and other Judaic 
collectables. Dave is a world traveler and has been a numismatist for many years; he will have part of his 
collection to illustrate his lecture. This will be a very interesting and informative evening. Be sure to attend 
and bring your friends. 
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NEW ISRAEL 500 POUND NOTE: Just released by the Bank of Israel is this new 500 pound note. This is 
the largest paper denomination in Israel’s history. 
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BANK OF ISRAEL 
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3243 929562 


Although just released, it is dated 1975. The above illustration is the exact size, 153 x 76 millimeters. The 
face of the note features the portrait of David Ben-Gurion; a large 500 is in the top right comer. In the 
center is the Hebrew inscription “Hamesh Meo’t Lirot Israeliyot” (five hundred Israel pounds). Below, in 
Hebrew “Bank of Israel” and the dates 5735 in the Hebrew calendar and 1975 in the western. To the left 
the signatures of Moshe Sanbar, Director of Bank of Israel, and David Horovitz, Chairman of the Advisory 
Council. Below this is a ribbed textured oval area, a feature to make it possible for the blind to identify the 
denomination by touch. The reverse of the note presents name of the bank in Hebrew at the top, in Arabic 
at the left and in English below. At the top left, a large “500”, the smaller serial numbers just beneath and 
on the opposite side. Featured in the center is the GOLDEN GATE in the north-facing wall of the City of 
Jerusalem. 
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INSI BRIEFS 


Book of Ruth 
by 

Herbert A. Lippitz 
(Continued from June) 

In the morning, joyful Boaz loaded Ruth with barley for Naomi, as she had expected, and then Boaz 
went out to settle the remaining business at hand. This idyllic if somewhat deceptive method of 
entrapment recalls a similar predecessor story of a romance between Judah and Tamar, the parents of 
Perez, an even earlier ancestor of the Davidic genealogy. The circumstances of the birth of Perez are 
similar to that of Obed, the grandfather of David and the son of Boaz and Ruth. Both boys were 
bom of the levirate marriage, not with proper levir (a brother-in-law) but with another relative. Both 
women, Tamar, a Cananite, and Ruth, a Moabite, acquire their levirate husbands by statagy. Tamar 
sits by the roadside disguised as a prostitute (description not clear) and Ruth does her Sheik of Araby 
thing. Samuel recalls the earlier story in his telling of the later one. 

Boaz decided to marry Ruth and to redeem the lands of her father-in-law. He sought out the man who 
had purchased the lands and asked him if he would and could marry Ruth. The man told Boaz (or 
Boaz knew already) that he couldn’t marry Ruth because of two significant facts. First, he was not a 
kinsman of hers, which may or may not be true because of the intertwining of the families of 
Bethlehem, and secondly if he brought her home his wife would kill him and not with kindness. 
Therefore, he agreed to sell the lands back to Boaz with Ruth thrown in to sweeten the deal. Boaz 
sealed the land deal by publicly saying so and then by taking off his sandal and handing it to the seller 
which, commentators note, is explained by the author. 

The explanation would indicate that the story was rewritten in a later time when contracts were 
different. The time of the Judges was often chaotic and with the arrival of the monarchy many new 
laws were enacted, probably including those dealing with new contracts. So the marriage came to 
pass and the townspeople of Ephrathah (Bethlehem) blessed the couple “and may your house be like the 
house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah through the offspring which the Lord will give you by their 
young women.” Soon thereafter a son was born, “a son is bom to Naomi,” Obed. His son was Jesse 
and Jesse’s son was David. “This is the life of Perez--” Two significant and discussed women are 
examples of righteous converts. 

A question worth raising is “Why was the book written?” Is it a love story that was written for 
political rather than literary motives? Remember, Samuel lived in the 11th century B.C.E. at the close 
of the era of the Judges and at the time of the painful transition from a loose confederation of Hebrew 
tribes to a centralized monarchy. Samuel was incorruptible. He was well respected and carried from 
time to time the title of seer, prophet, Judge and priest. He was instrumental in the formation of the 
monarchy and at the same time he was opposed to the monarchial concept because it formented the 
desire for the Hebrews “ to be like the nations around us.” Samuel virtually selected Saul single- 
handedly and was so closely tied to him that even after Saul’s punishment-by-death sin against the 
Amelekites, Samuel interceded thus shortening his own life. However, in order to establish David as 
Saul’s successor, perhaps their tale of divine selection was told to avoid civil war. 
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August 1977 BULLETIN 

The ninety-eighth meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, August 24,1977 
8:00 p.m. 

RECAP OF JULY MEETING : After calling the meeting to order, President Morris Goldberg requested the 
Treasurer’s report from Sandy Aronin. The visitors were then welcomed. Peggy Goldsmith then explained 
the cancellation of our planned October 1977 Coin Convention. The exhibits were next, followed by a 
recess during which everyone enjoyed refreshments of several varieties of cake and also coffee, tea and hot 
chocolate. After the goodies Bob Leonard introduced the speaker of the evening, INSI member David 
Schecter. David’s talk was “The Collecting of Judaica.” As he explaned, this broad field included the col¬ 
lecting of books, ketubbahs (marriage contracts), torahs, yads (torah pointers), menorahs, collection boxes, 
spice boxes, tephillin (phylacteries), dreidls (trendels), talises, talis bags, etc. etc.... Toward the numismatic 
field, there is the collecting of Israeli and Judaic coins, medals, tokens, paper money and amulets. These 
include ancient Jewish coins, Palestine and modem Israel coins and medals, shekel medals (Gorlitz shekels), 
Crusader coins of Jerusalem, 11th and 12th century coins of Poland produced by Jewish mintmasters, the 
“Jehovah” coins of Denmark, Norway and Sweden, the Judaic medals of the French mint, U.S. Civil War 
“KOSHER” Felix Dining Saloon token, coins and medals of medieval Europe with Hebrew words, and, of 
course, the many hundreds of medals and tokens that have been issued in recent times. The stamps of Israel 
and the stamps of other world countries that feature Jewish personalities are very popular collectibles.... 
Dave’s program on Judaic Collecting, which included a display of part of his collection of coins and medals 
and books, etc., was presented in an orderly and scholarly manner that included the entire field. We thank 
Dave for an excellent presentation; in appreciation he was presented with an engraved club medal. 

a recent fixed price list, Limited Editions of The 
Franklin Mint, by Perera Fifth Avenue, Inc. of 
New York. This firm is the largest dealer in the 
secondary market of Franklin Mint issues. Harry 
pointed out that, while most of the medallic 
issues of the F.M. were resold far below the 
original issue prices, 



Fig. 1 
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the Judaic issues were holding their own in value. 

For example, the 120-piece Judaic Heritage series 
“The Medallic History of The Jewish People” (Fig. 1 
shows the Theodor Herzl issue) is listed at slightly 
below the issue price; and “The Chai Ingot Collec¬ 
tion,” a 18-piece set of beautiful silver bars (Fig. 2 
shows the Chanukah ingot), is listed at a substantial 
amount over the original issue price. This outstanding 
issue was designed and sculpted by Rina Rothholz 
and was released during 1973 to 1975. The complete 
set in the official display case was exhibited at the 
meeting. 




Fig. 3 


Sandy Aronin exhibited a recent Patrick Mint Shekel Token (Fig. 3 shows the obverse). 
The legend on the reverse is: INAUGURAL MEDAL • KEHILATH JACOB - BETH 
SAMUEL SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT MARGRET ARONIN 5736-5738 (these are 
available from Sandy). Also displayed was a United Charity Token from Jerusalem, 
Israel. Of Judaic interest, Sandy had a book published by the State of Israel, listing the 
Israeli organizations that were recognized as non-profit by the State. 


Bob Leonard, the third exhibitor, had three exhibits relating to recent INSI speakers. The first was an article 
quoting Rabbi Singer of B’nai Torah Synagague about a free burial plan for members they have introduced 
there. The second was three coins from the Pisani Collection of Malta — a small bronze of Amastris, c. 115- 
65 B.C.E, a cup-shaped copper attributed to Cyprus c. 1289-1400, and a copper grano of Naples and Sicily 
1598-1621 which was described at a recent meeting by Lincoln Higgie. And the last was an ad for an 
unusual piece of Judaica, a tie-in with the evening’s program: Uganda paratrooper’s wings supposedly cap¬ 
tured during the Israeli raid on Entebbe! 


THE ISRAEL PIDYON HABEN COINS: Many of our members have asked about the Israel Pidyon HaBen 
coins of 1976 and 1977. The 1976 issue was pictured and discussed in your INSI Bulletin of December 1975 
and club orders were taken at that time. Orders will be taken for the 1977 Pidyon HaBen coins at this meet¬ 
ing. Three varieties are available: B.U. single, Proof single, and a set of 5 B.U. coins in an olive-wood case. 

As previously rumored, this coin will be the eighth and last of the Pidyon HaBen series. The Israel 1977 
mintmarked set will also be available for ordering at this meeting. Prices for these offerings will be announced 
at the meeting. See Peggy to place your orders. 
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OTHER ISRAEL COINS AND ME DALS THAT ARE AVAILABLE : The IGCMC has available a list of 
coins banknotes, State Medals and accessories that are currently available to the collector. On this order 
form’is listed 62 medals, 2 series of banknotes, the official 1976 mint marked set of trade coins and various 
accessories. If you are in need of State Medals to complete your collection, you should write for this list: 
Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp., 641 Lexington, Ave., Suite 610, New York, N.Y. 10022. 

INSI PERSONALS: We are happy to report that Sylvia Odesser is recovering beautifully after her recent 
surgery at Skokie Valley Hospital. By the time you read this, we hope that she will be home. All of INSI 
wish Sylvia a speedy recovery. 

Mrs. Dorothy Goldsmith, mother of Alvin Goldsmith, passed away August 4, 1977. The officers and 
members of INSI extend their sincere condolences to the bereaved family. 

Among the INSI August birthdays are Pearl Greenstein, Peggy Goldsmith, Lea Levy and Sheldon Lurie. 

Many happy returns. Of interest to the Judaic Collector and also born in August, are Judah P. Benjamin, 
whose portrait is on the $2.00 bank note of the Confederate States of America, and Bernard Baruch, whose 
likeness is on several medals featuring famous Americans. 

PROGRAM FOR AUGUST : Program Chairman Bob Leonard has obtained a set of AINA Slides for show¬ 
ing at the August meeting. The title is “Numismatic Reflections of Ghetto Lodz”. It is based on the Stanley 
Yulish award winning exhibit at the AINA Convention in New York in 1975. We promise you a very educa¬ 
tional, interesting and moving program. Every member should attend and view this historical collection of 
Ghetto Lodz items and hear their significance narrated. Of course your friends are invited. Keep in mind, 
there is plenty of free parking, there is no charge and there will be refreshments. 


INSI OFFICERS AND BOARD FOR 1977: 


Dr. Morris Goldberg 

President 

Mr. Sidney Lorber 

Board Member 

Mr. Robert Leonard 

First V.P. 

Mr. Hugh Pearl 

Board Member 

Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith 

Second V.P. 

Mr. Stewart Koppel 

Board Member 

Mr. Sanford Aronin 

Treasurer 

Mr. Harry Flower 

Bulletin Editor 

Mr. Robert Schwartz 

Secretary 

Mr. Aaron Kaplan 

Bulletin Publisher 
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INSI BRIEFS 

Judaea and the Roman Empire — Caligula 
by 

Saul B. Needleman 

The reign of Gaius Caligula Germanicu witnessed the first open break between Judaea and the Julio-Claudian 
empire. Whatever understanding existed between the Jews of Rome and the empire deteriorated rapidly 
during Caligula’s term in office. The Senate looked for the opportunity to regain its constitutional powers 
from the emperor. However, they recognized in Christianity, as a sect of Judaism, a threat which would 
displace the authority of Rome, trample her gods and bring about the decay of society as it existed. To curb 
the growth of this danger, they yielded yet more authority to the new emperor — and it soon became appar¬ 
ent that Caligula’s concept of empire differed markedly from the tactful approach of Augustus and Tiberius. 
Caligula revealed his intent to function with full autocracy. 

The first years of Caligula’s reign appeared to be auspicious for Judaea. Caligula placed the Jewish prince 
Julius Agrippa in a position of special personal favor. Agrippa was educated in Rome and was a close friend 
of Drusus, son of Tiberius. He misused his fortune and fell into debt, rising and falling in favor with the 
Roman aristocracy, finally landing in prison from which the death of Tiberius freed him. With the ascension 
to the throne by his friend and patron Caligula, his star rose once more. Through his friend Caligula, large 
tracts of land were added to his personal domain. 

Caligula anticipated Nero in his aspirations to suceed in the theater. Caligula became a “part-time” emperor. 
To fill the void, the authority of the freedman increased greatly. Most prominently among these in the 
heathen population of the Roman provinces were the Greeks of Alexandria who held a general hatred of the 
Jews because they feared that the Jewish nation one day would attain supreme power over Rome. This they 
based on the industry and prosperity of the Judaeans contrasted with the restlessness and hedonism of their 
Greek neighbors. Distorted versions of the history and religion of the Jews were circulated by Greek philos¬ 
ophers. However, at least part of the ill-feelings towards the Judaeans stemmed from the plethora of self- 
proclaimed messiahs which rose throughout The Land. 

Caligula was sound neither of body nor mind. He has been termed an epiliptic, a schizophrenic or a chronic 
alcoholic. He was a megalomaniac. He expressed disrespect for the traditional Roman gods, instead promot¬ 
ing his own deification and demanding that the emprie raise temples and statues to his honor. The Jews 
could accept no pagan practices on Judaean soil and in Jabreh destroyed one of Caligula’s altars. As punish¬ 
ment, Caligula ordered a golden statue of himself to be erected in The Temple at Jerusalem. The heathen 
Greeks were quick to accede to Caligula’s wishes, the Romans were passive but the Jews took to insurection. 

To Petronuis, governor of Syria, was given the task of implementing the erection of the statue. He was 
sensitive to the religious feelings of the Jews apd delayed execution of the order. In the meanwhile, Agrippa 
was able to draw on his friendship with Caligula and caused him to rescind his order. He soon reinstated his 
order but before the new order could be carried out, word was received of the death of Caligula on January 
24, 41 CE. Only his death prevented the outbreak of a major Jewish-Roman war. 


Fourth of a series. 
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The ninety-ninth meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will 
be held at the 


SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, September 28, 1977 
8:00 p.m. 

The Jewish High Holidays of ROSH HASHANAH and YOM KIPPUR occur during September. 
We wish our members, their families and friends the very best Holiday Greetings. 

RECAP OF AUGUST MEETING: President Morris Goldberg called the meeting to order 
at 8:15 p.m. After welcoming the visitors, he gave the Treasurer's report. 

Peggy Goldsmith then conducted the exhibits. After the exhibits, Dr. Goldberg 
led a discussion on ways to increase the membership and attendance. He sug¬ 
gested that each member bring just one more member into the club; this alone 
would double the membership. Several members suggested announcing the meetings 
in the Lerner papers, the Sentinel and the Skokie Library Bulletin . All of 
these suggestions are good; Dr. Goldberg will instruct our Secretary to follow 
through. A recess followed during which Peggy took orders for the new Israel 
coins, while the membership enjoyed coffee, hot chocolate or tea with cake. Bob 
Leonard then conducted the slide presentation "Numismatic Reflections of Ghetto 
Lodz." This was based on the Stanley Yulish 1975 Award Exhibit at the AINA Con¬ 
vention in New York. It was a very moving and historical presentation. We 
thank Bob for arranging and presenting this program for us. 

EXHIBITS: The first exhibitor was Dr. Saul Needleman with a rare and unusual 

Judaic item. This was a section of a Torah, hand lettered on sheep skin in 1780, 
from North Africa. Along with this, Saul had an old silver yad from Holland and 
a Bible, opened to Exodus 38, 21, the portion on the Torah section displayed. 

We thank Saul for bringing these historical items and making this special ex¬ 
hibit. 

In keeping with the theme of the evening, Robert Leonard displayed three coins 
of Ghetto Lodz. These historical and rather scarce pieces were the 5-mark and 
10-mark in aluminum and a 10-mark in magnesium-aluminum. (A 20-mark denomination 
was also issued.) 

Harry Flower was next with a 5-piece set of medals that were issued in 1976 by 
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the Israel Numismatic Society of New York. Figure 1 
illustrates the common obverse; each reverse pictures a 
different American Bicentennial theme. These 39 mm medals 
were designed by Nathan Sobel of New York and were struck 
by the Hamilton Mint in pewter, silver, brass, bronze and 
copper. In addition to these metals, 28 pieces were 
struck in gold....Harry also had several pages from his 
album "Paper Money of Judaic Interest." Among these was 
a set of German "Konversionkasse" notes that were issued 
in 1933 and 1934 by the Nazi German government for payment 
for confiscated Jewish property and savings. This "special 
money" was printed in 5, 10, 40 and 50 Reichsmark denominations. Figure 2 il¬ 
lustrates the 50 Reichsmark note and is undersize. The true size of all of the 




Figure 2 


notes is 4%" by 7%" (108 mm by 190 mm)... There was a page with a 1942 issue 
French 20 Franc note that pictures a fisherman pulling in his net, with a German 
postage stamp featuring a portrait of Hitler superimposed so that it appears 
that the rope is around Hitler's neck; another page with 1 Krone and 2 Kronen 
Austrian notes with anti-Semitic slogans printed on the normally blank reverse; 
and finally, a newly-acquired 5 Rupee note from Nepal with a portrait of King 
Mahendra Birabikram in uniform with a six-pointed star on his military cap. 

The king has been trained by the Israel Army. 

Peggy Goldsmith was the last exhibitor with two very interesting pieces of Judaica. 
She had two Ketubbahs (Jewish marriage contracts); one was her own and the other 
was her mother's. Peggy's was quite colorful with beautiful designs, a real work 
of art. Her mother's was not in color, but was rich in art work and very inter¬ 
esting. Ketubbah collecting is now quite popular. There are articles on this 
subject available and also a major publication, beautifully illustrated. Jewish 
museums feature these in their exhibits, many private collectors have them framed 
in their homes. We thank Peggy for bringing these to our meeting. 
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INSI PERSONALS ; Among the INSI members with September birthdays are Abe DeKoven, 
George Jaskiewicz and Saul Needleman. The great American composer George 
Gershwin was also born in September. 

Stewart Koppel, his wife Sadelle, and Louis Nagy attended the ANA Convention in 
Atlanta, Georgia, August 23-28. We would like Stewart to give us a report of 
the convention and also about the AINA breakfast on August 27. 

Congratulations are in order for Stewart and Sadelle Koppel for winning awards 
at the ANA Convention. Stewart won first place in the Medals category, Class 
Three, and Sadelle won third place in Class 14 for "Societe Commemorative de 
Femmes Celebres." Stewart also won first in Miscellaneous at the Illinois State 
Convention in Arlington Heights September 9, 10 and 11 and Sadelle won first in 
Modern Medallic Art there. INSI swept the Ancient category at this show, with 
Saul Needleman taking first and Bob Leonard second. 

We were sorry to hear that Charlotte Nagy had been a patient at Grant Hospital. 

By this time we hope that she will have recovered and will attend our meetings. 

OUR NEXT MONTH'S INSI MEETING: Did you notice that this is our 99th general 
meeting? Of course this means that the October 1977 meeting will by INSI's 
100th meeting.' Your officers and board plan a special anniversary program; 
extra special goodies and a souvenir for every one that attends. Every mem¬ 
ber should make a special effort to attend and celebrate our 100th meeting birth¬ 
day. Mark your calandar for Wednesday, October 26, 1977. 

PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER: Program Chairman Bob Leonard has come through again; he 
has arranged for another set of slides. He will show "Paper Money of the State 
of Israel." This program will cover periods of time starting with Turkish notes, 
then the Palestine Mandate notes and finally the paper issued by the State of 
Israel. This AINA set of slides was prepared by Richard Wengel and it is well 
prepared, informative and should be viewed by everyone interested in Judaic Nu¬ 
mismatics. Visitors are welcome; you may bring any interested friends. Remember, 
there is plenty of parking space and we will have refreshments. 

NEW JUDAIC NUMISMATIC PUBLICATION; J. J. Van Grover of New York has just re¬ 
leased the first issue of his new numismatic publication, ARK . This illustrated 
journal features coins, medals, tokens and books dealing with Judaic and Israeli 
numismatics. By the way, J. J. is a life member of AINA and also a member of 
INSI. The ARK is available from J. J. Van Grover, P. 0. Box 200, Midtown Station, 
New York, N.Y. 10018 for $1.00 which is refundable with your first order. We 
wish J. J. and his son Robert success with their new venture. 


INSI OFFICERS AND BOARD FOR 1977: 


Dr. Morris Goldberg President 

Mr. Robert Leonard First V.P. 

Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith Second V.P. 

Mr. Sanford Aronin Treasurer 

Mr. Robert Schwartz Secretary 


Mr. Sidney Lorber Board Member 

Mr. Hugh Pearl Board Member 

Mr. Stewart Koppel Board Member 

Mr. Harry Flower Bulletin Editor 


Mr. Aaron Kaplan Bulletin Publisher 






INSI BRIEFS 


KINGS OF ISRAEL MEDALS 


by Harry Flower 




David King of Israel. 


Solomon King of Israel. 


For the various anniversaries of the State of Israel, countries other than 
Israel have issued medals to commemorate this event. A very interesting issue 
that this collector has is the four-piece gold medal set that was struck by the 
State Mint at Utrecht, Netherlands. 

These beautiful medals were issued by the Netherlands Mint in 1962 in 
honor of the 15th Anniversary of the State of Israel. Quoting from the official 
brochure, "In the 15th year of the existance of the State of Israel gold coins 
were struck by the official Mint in Holland, symbolizing the links with the 
history of ancient Israel. The memory of the great kings David and Solomon 
served the artist for a subject." 

There were two sizes struck for each of the famous ancient Jewish kings: 
a 22.5 mm size weighing 6 grams, with an issue price of $11.80, and a larger, 

29 mm size weighing 12 grams, with an issue price of $23.60. 

The obverse of the medals features the crowned head of the king to the 
right. Curved around the bottom and sides in English is "5722 DAVID KING OF 
ISRAEL 1962" and the same above in Hebrew. The second medal is similar with 
a different portrait and with the legend "5722 SOLOMON KING OF ISRAEL 1962." 

The reverses of the two larger medals are identical. In the center is a 
seven-branched Menorah, just above in two lines "100 SHEKEL," and just below 
the word "Israel" in Hebrew. In the positions of the numbers of the dial of 
a clock are 12 small circles in which are the symbols of the ancient Twelve 
Tribes of Israel. The smaller medals are similar except that just above the 
Menorah is "50 SHEKEL." 

Strictly speaking, these pieces may be considered "fantasy coins." 

Although they were called "coins" by the producers and were given denominations, 
we know that only governments may produce coins. Nevertheless, they are 
beautiful, aesthetically pleasing, and should take their place in a Judaic 
numismatic collection. 
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The 100th meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 
at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
512 Oakton Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, October 26, 1977 
8:00 P.M. 

Yes, it is true; this will be our 100th meeting. Your INSI has gone a long way 
since the inaugural meeting of October 12, 1968, nine years ago. To commemorate 
this special meeting, your officers and committee plan a special program. We 
sincerely hope that all of our members will attend. We especially hope to see our 
"old timers," those who joined in 1969. 

RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING: President Morris Goldberg called the meeting to order 
at 8:00 p.m. After wishing all those present a Happy Holiday season, he intro¬ 
duced the guests. Among these were Mr. Adolf Bondy and his son Burt, both from 
Washington, D.C....Lou Nagy gave a brief report of the recent ANA Convention that 
was held in Atlanta, Georgia on August 23-28....Bob Leonard reported on the Illi¬ 
nois State Convention that was held in Arlington Heights on September 8-10.... 

Our 100th meeting, to be held in October, was discussed. Tentative plans for Mr. 
Morris Bram, president of AINA, to be our feature speaker, had to be cancelled. 

He was unable to attend on the 26th; we had planned to postpone the meeting one 
day to October 27th, but as Peggy reported, this was impossible. All of the rooms 
in the library had been previously booked. We sincerely regret that Morris will 
not be with us at this time. We are looking forward to a future visit....The ex¬ 
hibits were next, an intermission, and then the slide program that was conducted 
by Robert Leonard. This was "Paper Money of the State of Israel;" an AINA slide 
presentation prepared by Richard Wengel of Cleveland, Ohio. It started with the 
Turkish notes, then those of the Palestine Mandate and finally the State of Israel. 
The program was excellent, very informative and interesting and was enjoyed by 
all present. 

stated before, this meeting will be No. 100 
for your INSI. To commemorate this event, 
we will have special doings. All of the 
past presidents, Harry Flower, Saul Needleman 
and Stewart Koppel will make a short talk; 
there will be door prizes for the lucky 
ticket holders, special holiday refreshments 
will be served and all attendees will re¬ 
ceive a special numismatic souvenir. Of 
course there will be numismatic and Judaic 
displays. We urge more members to bring 
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and share some of their possessions with us at this meeting. To top off the even¬ 
ing, we will have Dr. Dan Cole, archaeologist, who is Professor of Religion at 
Lake Forest College, to speak to us again. He will tell us about the second dig 
at Lahav in Israel and of the progress he has made in identifying the Biblical 
city that this site represents. Dr. Cole will also display part of his collection 
of ancient oil lamps from the Holy Land, showing the development of lamp design 
and consequently the usefulness of these lamps in dating archeological sites.... 

We urge all members to attend this special 100th meeting; we are sure that you 
will have a very enjoyable evening. Of courrse your friends and other interested 
persons are welcome. 

EXHIBITS; Dave Schecter was the first exhibitor with an interesting token, a 
"Jew pfennig" or "Judenpfennige." These small copper pieces were issued and cir¬ 
culated in Frankfurt, Germany beginning during the Napoleonic Era, but were 
banned by the city in 1823. These tokens were privately issued, possibly to 
alleviate a coin shortage. This unauthorized coinage was struck in copper, about 
18 mm in diameter, and dated from 1703 to 1822. Some of the denominations (and 
dates) of the Jew pfennigs are fictitious; some of these are Theler, Atribuo, 
Halbag, etc. There are about 15 types. 




Harry Flower was the next exhibitor 
with the four gold pieces featuring 
King David and King Solomon of 
Israel. The story of these inter¬ 
esting "coins" is in your INSI 
Bulletin of September 1977. Also 
exhibited were silver and bronze 
MARK SPITZ medals (Fig. 1), the 
1972 King of Sports Award. This 
attractive medal was issued in 1973 
by the National Sportscasters and 
Sportswriters Association. A gold 
specimen was awarded to the swim¬ 
mer; the silver and bronze are sometimes available from dealers. 


Ben Odesser was next with a very unusual Judaic exhibit. Ben had seven musical 
postcards from Israel. These were about 6" by 7" with grooves for a record player 
on the picture side. The colored pictures were Israeli scenes, probably made in 
the 1950's. 


Peggy Goldsmith was the last exhibitor, with a lapel pin. This wasn't just an 
ordinary one, but was issued by the Jewish National Fund. How much did Peggy 
contribute to get the pin? Nothing at all, she had found it! 


INSI PERSONALS: Among the INSI birthdays for October are Harry 
Flower, Cy Lillian, Sid Lorber and Michael Sporn. Best wishes 
to all of you. 

Another October event was the first showing (October 6, 1927) of 
the first feature film with spoken dialog, "The Jazz Singer" 
starring A1 Jolson. This was the biggest event in the history 
of motion pictures. On October 6, 1977, Hollywood celebrated the 
50th anniversary of this event. Of interest to the Judaic col¬ 
lector is the one-ounce silver bar (Fig. 2) issued in 1973 by the 
Washington Mint that features "The Jazz Singer" performing on 
stage. The piece is occasionally available from coin dealers. 



Pi*. 2 
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NEWS FROM I.G.C.M.C.: From a recent bulletin from the Israel Government Coins & 
Medals Corp., we would like to recap the following items: 

1. The 1977 Pidyon HaBen coins will be the last issued by Israel. This 
series started in 1971 and continued without interruption to this year. 

2. The fianl mintage figures for the 29th Anniversary of Israel Independence 
Coin (Brotherhood in Jerusalem) are B.U.—37,000 and Proof—27,200. 

3. During the coming months, the I.G.C.M.C. will publicize three new "per¬ 
sonal festival medals:" Bat Mitzva , Bar 
Mitzva, and Wedding . Each will be 
artistically designed and will be struck 
in gold, silver and bronze. Sizes and 
prices will be announced. The wedding 
medal design has just been published in 
an Israeli newspaper (Fig. 3) e The 
obverse features the traditional canopy 
which is placed over the bride and 
groom, the wine goblet, the wedding 
contract or ketubbah. Above in English, 

"LOVE, BROTHERHOOD, PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP" and in Hebrew on the canopy. The reverse 
stresses the unifying symbolism of the wedding ring as foundation for a structure 
of life. The inscription is "AN EVERLASTING EDIFICE, SEVEN BENEDICTIONS." 

4. The I.G.C.M.C. states that it is practically impossible to notify sub¬ 
scribers of every new medal issued and of every presentation medal authorized to 
sell. However, in order that collectors will be aware of medals currently for 
sale, a new consolidated list of Israeli State Medals and presentation medals is 
being prepared. This list will be sent to subscribers in the coming months. 

5. The 1977 Hanukka coin will feature a 20th Century Jerusalem Hanukkia. 

The denomination will be 10 Lirot (10 Israeli pounds) and it has been reported 
that it will be struck in cupro-nickel alloy as were the first six issues of this 
series. 

6. For Israel's 30th Anniversary, a gold coin, in addition to the silver 
B.U. and Proof, will probably be authorized by the Bank of Israel. 

THE 1977 FRANKLIN MINT HANUKKAH ISSUES ANNOUNCED: As in 
past years, the Franklin Mint will strike and distribute 
Hanukkah medals as one of their holiday issues. There 
will be a 39 mm bronze proof issued in a greeting card, 
priced for $21.50 for a box of six; a 39 mm sterling sil¬ 
ver proof in a lucite display stand (Fig. 4) at $16.50 
each; and for the first time, a 39 mm solid 24 karat gold 
edition at $295.00 each. Hanukkah medals encased in 
greeting cards and in lucite display stands have been 
produced by the Franklin Mint since 1970. This year will 
make a total of eight issues for this beautiful series. 

The 1977 issue will be available direct from the F.M. or 
at the larger coin shops and at department stores. 



Fig. 4 
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INSI BRIEFS 


JUDAEA AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE—CLAUDIUS 
by Saul B. Needleman 

Claudius owed his crown to chance and to the diplomatic skills of Agrippa I, 
grandson of Herod and prince of Judaea. Ascension to the throne never was as¬ 
sured until the last moment. Augustus Caesar felt Claudius to be "wanting and 
defective in soundness of body and mind" as did Tiberius again twenty-five years 
later. It fell to Caligula, nephew of Claudius, at the instigation of Agrippa, 
finally to raise him to Consul after his own succession in 37 C.E. Thus Rome was 
in the position of having a minor Judaean prince speaking in the Senate in order 
to influence the choice of her new emperor. The final confirmation of Claudius 
found him not ungrateful; Agrippa was raised to Consul and Judaea and Samaria given 
to him as part of his domain. Judaea's status as a province was temporarily sus¬ 
pended when Agrippa was named king of all The Land. The emperor ordered coins to 
be struck be struck showing on one side clasped hands with the inscription "Friend¬ 
ship and comradeship of King Agrippa and the Senate and the Roman People." On the 
other side one can see the emperor standing between two figures and the inscription 
"King Agrippa, friend of the emperor." 

During his tenure as emperor, Claudius did not claim divinity as had Caligula. 
He did nothing to encourage his own cult though he did permit statues to be carried 
on days set apart for his veneration. Unlike Caligula, Claudius practiced toler¬ 
ance towards the Jews, extending his edicts on the subject throughout the empire. 
With this, Jewish communities spread throughout the provinces from Rome where they 
now became a permanent feature. The Jews of Alexandria in particular benefitted 
from this friendship. Claudius ordered the Alaburch (Jewish governor of Alexan¬ 
dria) restored with honors so that once again the Jews of that city were governed 
by one of their own. 

Agrippa relied heavily on his personal relations with the emperor to confirm 
his actions in promoting Judaea. Nevertheless he was not permitted to rebuild the 
wall around the new City of Jerusalem nor could he call a council of vassal kings 
to plan the defeat of the Parthians. With Agrippa's death in 44, Judaea returned 
to direct Roman control. Agrippa II did not succeed his father as King of Judaea, 
being given instead several tetrarchies in The Land. Agrippa II served under ten 
emperors of Rome. His early coins bore his own portrait but later coins showed 
the emperors under whom he served. 

Gradually the insecurity common to the throne of Rome came upon Claudius. 
During his reign, no less than 35 senators and between 200-300 knights became his 
victims as a consequence of six attempts on his life. Claudius was an able and 
conscientious administrator and by family tradition and personal conviction was 
committed to republicanism. Yet transformation of the empire into an absolute 
monarchy went on. 

One of the novel designs of Claudius' first coinage was based on LIBERTAS 
AUGUSTUS, Imperial Freedom, which meant to the Senate the right to conduct un¬ 
restricted struggles for personal gain in the political arena and to Claudius as 
freedom to run his own government. Conflict with the Senate continued throughout 
his reign. It was Lucius Vitellius, knight turned senator and the father of the 
ninth Caesar who, together with King Agrippa of Judaea, were the only friends to 
whom Claudius could turn for opinion and advice. 

(To be continued next month) 
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The 101st meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) 
will be held at the 

SKOKIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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Wednesday, November 23, 1977 
8:00 P.M. 

Our 100th meeting is now history. There was an excellent turn-out 
for this anniversary meeting and everyone enjoyed the program and the 
festive refreshments. A special 100th meeting medal was distributed 
to those present. The presentation of these medals was made possible 
by Mr. Morris Bram and AINA. We sincerely thank them. Special 
thanks are also due Peggy Goldsmith, for baking the large anniversary 
cake and to Dr. Goldberg for the champagne. 

RECAP OF THE OCTOBER MEETING : The meeting was called to order by 
President Morris Goldberg. After welcoming the guests, he called 
on Harry Flower, the first elected president of INSI, to speak. Harry 
gave a brief history of the organization, starting with the inaugral 
meeting that was held October 12, 1968 at the Palmer House; he told 
of the various problems of the past, of the several meeting locations, 
the College of Jewish Studies, the Bernard Horwich Jewish Community 
Center, the Orchard Center and finally our present location at the 
Skokie Library. He had bound copies of INSI bulletins for inspection. 
The second speaker was to have been Saul Needleman, but he was unable 
to attend the meeting.... The next speaker was our thirs president, 
Stewart Knppel. Stewart continued about INSI and told of the new By- 
Laws and Constitution that were written during his administration. 

He also told about the recent ANA convention in Atlanta and of the 
AINA Brunch during the convention... The exhibits were next; after 
these, there was a recess during which all present enjoyed champagne, 
soft drinks, cake and candy. The champagne was chilled "just right" 
and the anniversary cake was delicious. It was an enjoyable, festive 
occasion. After the party, the meeting was recalled for the program 
of the evening. Again, we had Dr. Dan Cole, Professor of Religion 
at Lake Forest College, present us with a program of the second 
season of digging at the archaeological site, Tel Halif at Lahav, 
which is near Beer Sheba. It was a most interesting and informative 
program, illustrated by slides. We hope that Dr. Cole will return 
at a future date to tell us more about the progress at this location. 

We thank him and as a token of our appreciation, he was presented 
with an engraved club medal... Before adjourning, President Goldberg 
appointed a nominating committee, Stewart Koppel, David Schecter and 
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Aaron Kaplan. This committee is to submit a proposed slate of 
officers for 1978 at the November meeting. 

EXHIBITS: The first exhibitor was STEWART KOPPEL who showed various 

items from the ANA Convention. Outstanding was his first place plaque, 
the award for his Captain Cook Exhibit.... DAVE SCHECTER showed an 
interesting piece of Judaica, a shoulder patch worn by a soldier in 
the Jewish Brigade of World War II. It had the word "PALESTINE" to 
differentiate it from that of the regular British soldier... SANDY 
ARON IN showed a U. S. 1865 3<t piece with a rotated die. He also had 
a "kosher fork", a fork engraved with a Star of David, used by a 
downtown hotel for kosher meals.... BEN ODESSER displayed four pieces 
of German Notgeld. Two of these were anti-semitic, and the other two 
had Stars of David on them.... HARRY FLOWER had an article (Chicago 
Tribune 10/12/77) regarding the Nobel Prizes that were recently awarded. 
This article listed all of the PEACE LAUREATES from 1901 to 1977. 

Three of these were Jewish and Harry displayed medals from his collec¬ 
tion, of these men. They were: for 1911, Tobias M. C. Asser of the 
Netherlands; 1968 Rene Cassin of France; and 1973, Henry Kissinger 
of the United States. Harry had another article (Chicago Tribune 10/9/77) 
telling about the celebration in Hollywood for the 50th anniversary of 
sound movies. It was in October 1977 that A1 Jolson introduced the 
first full length sound movie "The Jazz Singer". Harry displayed a 
silver bar (Fig. 2 in INSI October Bulletin) that featured the famous 
singer.... DR. DAN COLE , the last exhibitor, showed a dozen pieces of 
oil lamps from his collection of ancient pottery. All of these were 
from Israel; they were of various sizes and shapes and represented 
different periods of time. We thank Dr. Cole for bringing this excep¬ 
tional exhibit to our meeting. 

JUST ANOTHER WORD about our 100th Meeting. Its success was due to 
several factors; the generosity of Dr. Goldberg for supplying the 
champagne, to Peggy Goldsmith for baking the large 100th Meeting 
Anniversary Cake (it was delicious); and to Morris Bram and AINA for 
providing the special 100th meeting token. (We regret that Morris 
was unable to attend as originally planned). Other club members were 
also involved and we thank them. Among these were Bob Leonard, Bob 
Swartz and Harry Flower. Again, thanks to all of them for contributing 
to a well attended, festive and enjoyable evening. 

For those collectors who would like numis¬ 
matic information, we will give the fol¬ 
lowing facts about our medal. The medal 
was issued to commemorate the 100th Meet¬ 
ing of the Israel Numismatic Society of 
Illinois (INSI). They were districuted to 
those who attended. The meeting was held 
October 26, 1977 at the Skokie Public Li¬ 
brary. The medals were made by over-striking 
the 1976 American Israel Numismatic Assoc¬ 
iation (AINA) Membership medals. The 
obverse was designed by INSI member Harry 
Flower. The original 1976 AINA Medal was 
struck by the Israel Government Mint in 
Jerusalem; the INSI obverse was engraved and struck by Adam J. Cool 
of Brigantine, N.J. The piece is 32 mm. in diameter (the original 
AINA medal is 30mm) and weighs 12.6 grams. The composition is a 
copper-nickel alloy and the edge is plain. The mintage was 150. 


OUR 100th MEETING MEDAL: 
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ISRAEL 1977 HANUKA COIN RELEASED: We have received information on the 
new 1977 10 pound Hanuka Coin. The obverse has a very large numeral 

T ' 10’ and "Lirot" in 
Hebrew. Just below in 
Hebrew, English and 
Arabic "Israel 1977". 

The reverse of the coin 
features a 20th century 
Hannukkia. The piece 
measures 34mm, weighs 
15 grams and was struck 
on an alloy of 75% copper 
and 25% nickel. It was 
issued in two varieties, 
B.U. with plain edges 
and proof with milled 
edges. The B.U. will 
probably sell for $5.00 and the proof for $10.00. Club orders will be 
taken at the November meeting. If you want to order through your INSI, 
be sure to make payment at the next meeting. 



9th ISSUE OF JEWISH-AMERICAN HALL OF FAME SERIES: The latest of the 
Jewish-American Hall of Fame Series in now available. The obverse (see 
illustration) features the Touro 
Sunagogue of Newport, Conn. 

The legend around: DEDICATED. 

1765.NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE. 

TOURO.SYNAGOGUE.NEWPORT.RHODE 
ISLAND. The reverse of the 
medal features ceremonial 
objects as torah crowns and 
rimmonim (Hebrew bells) . 

The medal was designed by 
Victor Ries and was struck 
in .999 fine silver and an¬ 
tique bronze. Each weighs 
about 2.5 troy ounces and 
they are serial numbered on 
the edge. To order, or for 
a brochure, write Magnes 
Museum, 2911 Russell S %. , 

Berkeley Cal., 94705. The 
silver medal is $39.50, the 
bronze is $9.50, a set of 
the two is $48.00 (50% of 
the amount is tax-deductible. 

A 14 karat gold edition (3 oz 
is also available for $650.00. 


INSI PERSONALS : Good news and bad news about our 1st V.P. Robert 
Leonard. First the good news: he received an important promotion in 
his company; the bad news: he has to move to Baskin Ridge, N. J. We 
congratulate him on his promotion and wish him all the best in his new 
position and location. 


Among the INSI November birthdays are Robert Gartenberg, Stewart Koppel, 
Keffery Lillien and Sherry Nortman. Happy Birthday to all of you and 
to those that are not listed. You share November birthdays with Baruch 
Spinoza, Chaim Weitzmann, Herbert L. Samuel and Louis D. Brandeis. 
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INSI BRIEFS 

JUDEA AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE-CLAUDIUS (Concluded) 
by Saul B. Needleman 



Sestertius Gold Aurii As LIBERTAS 

AUGUSTA (reverse) 


Antonius Felix was named Procurator of Judea in 53 C.E. 
by Claudius. Anti-Jewish riots broke out in Alexandria over 
the custody of the priestly robes but aid from the Jews in the 
land restored order there. Felix tended to promote Jewish in¬ 
terests but gradually was forced into less favorable actions. 

Under the next three Procurators, Festus (60-62), Albinus (62-64), 
and Gratus Florus (64-66) , matters became worse and the War for 
Freedom (First Roman War) was under way. The break between 
Rome and Judea was out in the open. 

Agrippina, fourth wife of Claudius, now sought to under¬ 
mine the authority of Claudius in order to promote her son 
Nero, as successor. Coinage during this period often shows 
portraits both of Claudius and Agrippina. With the death of 
Claudius in 54 C.E., Nero became Emperor of Rome. 


Fifth of a series. 
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This is the Holiday Season. We wish our Christian members, their families 
and friends a very Merry Christmas and our Jewish members, their families 
and friends, the best Hanukkah Wishes and to all of them, a Happy and Pros¬ 
perous New Year. 



Hanukkah of Lights, is a joyous Jewish 

holiday commemorating an event that took place 2142 years ago. 

As most of us are familiar with the story and the popular cus¬ 
tom of lighting the candles of the Menorah, we will not repeat 
lit. The Hanukkah theme, using menorahs, family scenes, dreidls, 
■etc., have been used more than those of other Jewish Holidays, 
for numismatic motifs. We have Hannukah coins isuued by the State of 
Israel, Hanukkah medals, Hanukkah tokens,Hanukkah medals in Hanukkah greet¬ 
ing cards, Hanukkah play money, packets of Hanukkah gelt, Hanukkah silver 
bars, Hanukkah elongated coins, etc. In point of fact, Hanukkah Numismat¬ 
ics may be a topical branch of Judaic Numismatics. It would be proper 
and fitting for members to bring their Hanukkah items, Judaic or numismatic 
to this meeting, and share them with your fellow members. An early men¬ 
orah, a dreidl, a Hanukkah token or any other item that would be of inter¬ 
est to our mer^pTc should be displayed. As we will not have a formal 
speaker at this meeting, we are requesting that more members bring their 
possessions and talk about them. Let us make this an interesting and mean¬ 
ingful evening by having a large membership participation. Let us make 
this Hanukkah meeting a special evening. It is rewarding to share in your 
club’s activities. Try it. 


RECAP OF NOVEMBER MEETING After calling the meeting to order, President 
Morris Goldberg told us about a letter that he received from Mr. Morris 
Bram, President of the American Israel Numismatic Association. As Dr. 
Goldberg wanted all of our members to read this warm letter, we are re¬ 
producing it on page 4 of this bulletin. We thank Mr. Bram for his good 
wishes and will sincerely try to comply with his request...The Treasurer’s 
report given by Sandy Aronin was not too good. Our financial picture will 
look better when all our members pay their 1978 dues and we have a large 
attendance at our Annual Dinner in January...Our President requested Sec¬ 
retary Bob Schwartz to summarize and report to our meetings the important 
parts of the Bulletins of other INS Clubs...Our own dinner meeting in Jan¬ 
uary was discussed. It was voted to have entertainment at the meeting 
instead of the usual speaker. (More later)... Stewart Koppel, chairman of 
the nominating committee, reported the proposed slate of 1978 INSI offic¬ 
ers. These are: 
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Dr. Morris Goldberg 
Mrs. Peggy Goldsmith 
Mr. Leo Hecht 
Mr. Sanford Aronin 
Mr. Robert Schwartz 


President 

First V. President 
Second V. President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


Voting will take place at the December meeting. Of course, nominations 
of qualified persons may be made from the floor at this time.-Dr. Gold¬ 

berg then called Robert Leonard forward and presented him with a very 
beautiful plaque as an appreciation for past services to our club. Bob 
has been a most active member, and has served our INSI in an exemplary 

manner for several years. He will be missed by all of us.-The exhibits 

were next, followed by a recess during which we all enjoyed refreshments. 
After reconvening, the speaker of the evening took over the meeting. Our 
own Benjamin Odesser presented a program on Jewish Tokens. Ben is consid¬ 
ered an authority on this subject; he has been an officer and on the board 
of the Token and Medal Society for many years. Ben had a display of 34 
pieces to illustrate his talk. We thank him for an excellent program; in 
appreciation he was presented with an engraved club medal. 


EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor, SAUL NEEDLEMAN, showed some ancient coins 

of 69 C.E.. These were a denarius of each of the following emperors: Galba, 
Vitellius, Ortho and Vespasian. The interesting feature is that all four 
of these were Roman Emperors during the year 69 C.E. HUGH PEARL showed a 
complete set of all the varieties of IGCMC "Season's Greetings Tokens". 

These very popular collectibles were started in 1964 and one was issued 
each subsequent year. There were three exceptions; in 1964 there was a 
one Agora coin with an inverted reverse; in 1975 the word GREETINGS was 
spelled GREATINGS (there was also the corrected version); and in 1976, in 
addition to the regular smooth edge, a smaller mintage of a variety with 
reeded edge was issued. Hugh, this is true numismatics; you are a genuine 
collector. DAVE SCHECTER, with a satirical medal of Judaic interest, was 
the next exhibitor. This very interesting and scarce bronze medal fea¬ 
tures the head of Moses with a full set of horns on the obverse; the re¬ 
verse bearing the Hebrew inscription "Thou shalt have no Gods before me". 
This is an example of a satirical piece made in Italy during the period 
of the Renaissance. Because we had just received the 1977 Pidyon Haben 
Coins (the 8th and last issue), HARRY FLOWER displayed and spoke about 
what he believes were the first Pidyon Haben coins ever minted. These 
were a set of five silver "shekels" issued in 1966 by DeVere Coins of 

London, England. These Pidyon Haben 
Shekels, 35mm in diameter, were de¬ 
signed by Vivian Cohen and were struck 
in .925 fine silver and weighed .625 
Troy ounces. The obverse features the 
hands of a priest in blessing. Around 
the rim is the Hebrew legend "May the 
Lord bless you and keep you; May He 
make His face to shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you; May He raise His 
face towards you and give you peace. 

The reverse bears the Hebrew inscription: "All the firstborn of thy sons 
thou shalt redeem"; to the value of Five Shekels." The last exhibitor was 
Sandy Aronin with a colorful menorah made by his daughter in kindergarden. 

It was made from dough and candy and was so attractive that the proud fa¬ 
ther had it framed. Thanks, Sandy. 



1978 DUES ARE DUE Yes, that time is here again. Altho not really due till 
the January meeting, our Treasurer will appreciate being paid at the De- 
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cember meeting (regular membership is $6.00 and family membership is 
$8.00). You may of course, mail a check to INSI at P.O. Box 427, Skokie, 
Illinois 60076. That will be perfectly acceptable. Thanks, for either 
method of payment. 

ELECTION OF 1978 INSI OFFICERS will take place during the December meet¬ 
ing. For the slate of officers submitted by the nominating committee, 
see page 2 of this bulletin. Nominations from the floor will be accepted 
of any qualified individual for any of the positions. 

THE 1978 INSI AWARDS AND INSTALLATION DINNER will be held at the Fireside 
Inn of Morton Grove on Sunday, January 29th at 6:00 P.M., according to 
Dinner Chairperson Peggy Goldsmith. This dinner will replace the regular 
January meeting. Mr. Lee Levin, a MAGICIAN of great talent, will entertain 
us with his amazing performances. Mr. Levin who has a fine reputation as 
a prestidigitator (did I spell it right?) promises us a evening of magic 
as we have never seen. The price of the dinner, inclusive of tax, gratuity 
and the show is $12.75 per person. We hope that every member will support 
his INSI and attend this event with spouse or friend. Peggy has mailed 
reservation forms to all the members. Fill it out and mail it back to 
her with your check made payable to INSI or give it to her at the December 
meeting. We want and need a big turnout. Mr. Levin tells us that feed¬ 
back from an audience helps his performance tremendously. Be advised. 

AINA TOUR TO ISRAEL IN MARCH Just a reminder to our members and friends 
that the 10th annual AINA tour to Israel is March 16-30, 1978. For a 
truly great and unforgettable vacation, THIS IS IT. Just check with any 
of the members who have already made this trip. In fact, some of them 
have had such a terrible time, they have gone back for seconds and we 
have a suspicion that one of our members is going back for a third time. 

JUDAIC HERITAGE SOCIETY RELEASES HATIKVAH MEDAL The 10th medal in the 
series ’'The Medallic History of the Jewish People in Our Time" has just 
been released. It was issued to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the writing of HATIKVAH by 
Naphtali Herz Imber. It is titled "The Medal of 
Hope". Its obverse portrays the poet-author with 
the original Hebrew manuscript. Upon the establish¬ 
ment of the State of Israel, Hatikvah was selected 
as its national anthem. This outstanding work of 
medallic art was designed by Oscar Harris and sculp¬ 
ted by Carter Jones. Struck only in 39mm size, it 
is available in bronze ($12.00), fine silver ($29.00) 
and in 14 karat gold ($480.00). These are also 
available to non-subscribers of the series. To order, 
or for a brochure, write Judaic Heritage Society, 

Suite 4011, 866 United Nations Plaza, New York, N. Y., 10017 

INSI PERSONALS: We welcome Richard W. Small of Skokie, who applied for 
membership. The first reading of his application was at the November 
meeting. We look forward to his full membership very soon. 

Altho our list is incomplete, we extend our best birthday greeting 
to the following December birthday-ites: Nathan F.glit, Dr. Morris Goldberg, 
Alvin Goldsmith, Robert Greenstein, Henry Jaskiewicz, Dr. H. J. Melom, 

Louis Nagy, Benjamin Nortman, Ben Odesser and Donald Oppenheim. 

Again, our best wishes to Bob Leonard and his family who are moving 
to another state and especially on his being awarded the very rarely nre- 
sented INSI Appreciation plaque. No one else has ever deserved it more. 
Don't forget, Bob, you are always more than welcome here. 
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Dr. Morris Goldberg 
President 
I.N.S. of Illinois 
9052 Kedvale Ave. 

Skokie, Ill. 60076 

Dear Dr. Goldberg, 

Oh behalf of the American Israel Numismatic 
Association I would like to extend my lest wishes 
and congratulations to the I.N.S. of Illinois on 
the occasion of your 100th meeting. I am sorry 
I can not be with you at this memorable meeting but 
have a prior commitment. I hope to be with you at 
your 200th meeting! 

We hope your members enjoy receiving the 
token we minted for the club and were happy to do 
it for you. Things like this which are done for 
all the clubs with our compliments as well as the 
many things we do such as supplying door prizes for 
affairs and supplying SHEKELS for distribution to 
club members, etc. can only be continued with the 
support of a strong membership. The backbone of 
A.I.N.A. is membership and the more members we 
have the stronger our organization will be. I would 
like to see 100% A.I.N.A. membership in all our 
Israel Numismatic Societies. We already have several 
clubs wheEe all their members belong to A.I.N.A.. As 
the year 1978 draws closer I would like to see 100% 
A.I.N.A. membership in the I.N.S. of Illinois. Adopt 
a policy where a person who pays the dues for the 
I.N.S. of Illinois also pays their A.I.N.A. dues 
of $8.00. The $8.00 does not even pay for the 
printing and distribution of the SHEKEL. If all our 
clubs would have 100% A.I.N.A. membership we would 
truly have a strong organization. 

Let me again wish the I.N.S. of Illinois Mazel Tov 
on your milestone meeting. 


With regards to you and all your members. 


Cordially yours. 



Morris Bram, President 




